
 

1                                                                                                 

Presenter: Thomas MacEntee—In a Live Webinar! 
        “You will be able to ask ‘real-time questions.” 

 
Topic:  “Managing the Genealogy Data Monster!” 
 
He’s Back! If you loved him at our seminar last year, 
you’ll love him on the big screen. 
        
Meeting Time:   Chat will begin at 
Noon. The Meeting will follow that.  
 
 
Location:  Santa Rosa Finley Center 
                  2060 West College Ave.    
       Cypress Room 
         Santa Rosa, CA 

Sonoma County Genealogical Society 
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SCGS News 

Monthly Meeting  - July 16th, 2016 

By Cindy Brennan 
 

About once a month, we would jump into the family Ford and head for “The 
Farm”. Located outside of a miniscule town called Uniopolis, the biggest con-
troversy occurred the year the 4-way stop sign was replaced by a traffic light. 
(The locals were aghast, and the offensive light was finally removed!) 
 
About this time, my Mom would be rapidly puffing on her last Pall Mall to be 
consumed until we departed from the Farm. Her parents were staunch Method-
ists where no drinking, smoking, dancing or cursing were tolerated.  
 
We eventually turned off of Highway 65 and the Farm House was now in view. 
My brother and I would bound out of the car and wait to be entertained by Grandpa C’s latest ba-
by pigs or lambs. Grandma would serve a huge farm style dinner with unlimited ham, potatoes, 
vegetables, pies and ice cold milk.  
 
At the end of the day, we would retrace our steps back to “city life” where meat and milk came 
from Kroger’s and the closest thing to a farm animal was seeing Arnold Ziffel, the pet pig on the 
TV show, Green Acres.  
 
When I started doing genealogy, I recall how disappointed I was to learn that most of my ances-
tor’s shared the occupation of farming. As much as I loved visiting, I had hoped to find some more 
exotic occupations in the branches of my family tree. What cool info could I possibly find for my 
farmers? After all, they got up at the crack of dawn, did chores and tended to crops – until the 
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Special Interest Groups 

GERMAN: The next normally scheduled meeting 
of the German Interest Group would be on Saturday, 
October 1, 2016.  However, due to the unavailability 
of the meeting location, this meeting may be moved 
to the following week, October 8, 2016.  More 
information will be available as we get 
closer to the those dates.  Enjoy the 
summer break. Contact Jim Cochran, 
526-7331, cougars@sonic.net for more 
information or you have questions. 
Guten Abend. 
 
BRITISH-IRISH: The next meeting of the 
British group will be announced at a later 
date. For further information contact 
Audrey Herman 
audreyrae@comcast.net 
 

NORTH BAY LEGACY USER GROUP:  
There will be no Legacy Group Meetings 
in July, August or September. Meetings will resume 
in October.  Please e-mail Pat Hall 
pjshall@gmail.com  with any questions. Have a good 
Summer! 

ANCESTRAL CHAT & SHARE GROUP:  The Chat 
Group had a great time sharing the photos brought 
for the last meeting. We will meet on Tuesday, July 
19th at 10:00 a.m. at the Family History Center.  The 
discussion will be on a genealogical goal that was 
achieved in the last meeting. E-mail: 

sonoma.pres@gmail.com with any questions.  

 
FAMILY HISTORY WRITER’S GROUP:  Are you 
writing your family story? The next meeting will be 

held on Tuesday, July 5th from 10:00 to 
Noon at the Family History Library.  
Contact Pat Carhart with questions.  
 
THE GENEALOGICAL EVIDENCE, 
DOCUMENTATION & WRITING GROUP 
– The next meeting will be Tuesday, July 
26th at the LDS church on Peterson Lane 
at 10 a.m. If you need more info, please e-
mail Maggi mizgriz@sbcglobal.net or 
Carmen finleyc@sonoma.edu  
  
NEW GROUP!: The DNA Special Interest 
group met for the first time with 18 people 
in attendance to set a base of experience 
for those gathered.  The next meeting will 

be on the 22nd of July at the Family History Center 
at 10:00 a.m.  The meeting will have show and tell of 
internet sites along with a couple of examples of 
successful use of DNA data to solve a genealogical 
challenge. 
 
The Library Annex is behind the main Santa Rosa 

Library at 3rd & E. Streets.  
 

The Family History Center is at 1725 Peterson 
Lane in Santa Rosa. 
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Board /Major Contributors Updates 

The Monthly Meeting on Saturday, June 18th was fabulous! In 
addition to a great potluck lunch and excellent camaraderie, we 
began the steps to create a “Time Capsule” as a celebration of 
our Society’s 50 Year Anniversary next year. Ray Owen and Pat 
Carhart led us in a fun flashback to the 1960’s and some wonder-
ful tips and techniques for conducting successful interviews for 
your family history projects.  
 
Did you miss the meeting? Well, see page 6 for more information 
and a way for you to still participate! 

 

mailto:cougars@sonic.net
mailto:audreyrae@comcast.net
mailto:pjshall@gmail.com
mailto:sonoma.pres@gmail.com
mailto:sonoma.vp1@gmail
mailto:mizgriz@sbcglobal.net
mailto:finleyc@sonoma.edu
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If you have any items of interest or historical photos that you would like to submit to the monthly newsletter, please  
e-mail Cindy Brennan at: sonoma.newsletter@gmail.com Items must be received by the 25th of the month to be 

included in the following month. 

What’s Happening at SCGS and Beyond? 

 
 
(Click image above to go to our Facebook Page) 
 
Legacy Family Tree Webinars are free and fun! To 
see what is coming up for July and to register for 
these FREE webinars, go to: http://
familytreewebinars.com/# 
 
 

SCHS Annual Picnic at Jack London State 
Historic Park 

 
Save the date, 
September 18, 2016! 
The Sonoma County 
Historical Society invites 
all members and their 
guests to a picnic at Jack 
London State Historic 
Park. Date: Sunday, 
September 18. Time: 11 
AM to 3 PM. Place: Oak 

Grove (group) picnic area, Jack London State Historic 
Park, 2400 London Ranch Road, Glen Ellen, CA 
95442. SCHS paid for the picnic area and negotiated 
free parking!  
 
We will provide soda, water, hot dogs and buns. 
Please bring a dish to share (based on the first letter 
of your last name, bring appetizers A-H, salads I-R, 
desserts S-Z). Beer/wine is permitted (BYOB) so 
bring your cooler. Bring chairs and, if you have them, 
portable picnic tables. 
 
Call Joann Mitchell, 707-545-5094 or Marj Torliatt, 

707-545-7507 to make reservations. (Reservations 
are necessary so we know how many hot dogs and 
buns to buy.)  
 
Jeremy Nichols, President 
Sonoma County Historical Society 

 
25th Annual Seminar Announcement! 

 
Mark your calendars now for the 
25th Annual Seminar sponsored 
by the Sonoma County 
Genealogical Society.  It will be 
held on Saturday, April 22nd.  
 
We are very excited to 
announce that our speaker will 
be a well known genealogist, 
Thomas W. Jones, PhD, CG, 
FASG, FUGA.  The topics he 
will cover are:  
 

1. Five Ways to Prove Who Your Ancestor Was 

(Some Reliable and Others Not Reliable) 

2. Inferential Genealogy: Deducing Ancestors’ 
Identities Indirectly 

3. Using Autosomal DNA to Solve a Family Mystery 
4) Going Beyond the Bare Bones: Reconstructing 

Your Ancestors’ Lives 
 
This “not to be missed event” will be held at the 
Finley Community Center, Person Auditorium.  2060 
W. College Ave, Santa Rosa, CA. The Seminar will 
be held from  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
 
More details to follow in the upcoming newsletters, 
so stay tuned! 

mailto:sonoma.newsletter@gmail.com
http://familytreewebinars.com/
http://familytreewebinars.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/482925218392959/
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GENEA-Notes 

The Sonoma County Genealogical Society Web-
site at: www.scgsonline.org 

is under construction as we migrate to our new 
site.  More information to follow soon! 

 

History Here 

A new app produced by the History 
Channel is now available in both Android and 

i-phone.  

 

History truly is in your backyard and 
on your smart phone! To find out 
where, read the full article from Dick 
Eastman at: History Here.  

http://www.scgsonline.org
mailto:sonoma.newsletter@gmail.com
http://babyboomersrecognitionday.com/
http://www.discoverfreedmen.org/
http://www.discoverfreedmen.org/
https://blog.eogn.com/2016/06/15/let-your-cell-phone-tell-you-about-history-here/


 

5                                                                                                 

Page 5 VOLUME 26  ISSUE 7 

SCGS Board Members are Confirmed! 

At the June Meeting, our new officers for this 
year took their oaths and were installed as 
Board Members.  
 
We congratulate (and give a huge thank you) to 
the following Board Members who 
work tirelessly to be sure we have a 
Society that continues our mission 
of genealogy and family history 
education and research.  
 
 Jeffrey Vaillant President 

 Pat Carhart 1st VP 

 Helen Young 2nd VP 

 Don Edwards 3rd VP 

 Bob Hobbs Treasurer 

 Audrey Phillips Recording Secretary 

 Kurt Boldt Corresponding Secretary 

 Maggi Andrews Member at Large 

 Ray Owen Member at Large 

 Jeremy Nichols Member at Large 

 Judy Stevens Member at Large 

 Steve Lovejoy Member at Large 

 Pat Traviss Member at Large 

 Shirley Rankin Member at Large 

 

For a taste of what the Board and 
Society accomplished in this last year, turn to 
page 7. This is truly an amazing list of 
endeavors.  

1812 Preserve the Pensions! 

This is the Last Month!! 
 
Our President, Jeffrey Vaillant is 
challenging our membership to 
participate in the Federation for 
Genealogical Society’s (FGS) Preserve 
the 1812 Pension drive. Right now there are 180,000 
pension records from the War of 1812 housed in files 
at the National Archives. They are fragile documents 
that need immediate attention. Once digitized, they 
will remain free to the public on Fold3.  
 
Ancestry.com has agreed to cover half of the cost of 
the project to digitize the War of 1812 Pension 
Records.  
 
Also, Jeffrey Vaillant has generously agreed to 

match up to $500 of the donations 
made by SCGS members.  
 
If you would like to make a donation 
through the Sonoma County 
Genealogical Society, send your tax 

deductible check made out to the Sonoma County 
Genealogical Society. In the memo, write “1812 
Preserve the Pensions”. (Address: P.O. Box 2273 
Santa Rosa, CA 95405).  
 
The deadline for our fundraiser will be July 31st, 
2016. Thank you all! 

The Sonoma County Genealogical 

Society is a Nonprofit Organization 

which Encourages Interest in 

Genealogy and Family History 
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Happy 50 Year Anniversary to Our Genealogical Society 
Our Sonoma County Genealogical Society turns 50 next year! SCGS was founded in 1967 
which prompted us to put a 60’s spin on our monthly meeting in June. Attendees brought won-
derful memorabilia and photos of themselves from the 1960’s. (See Carmen Finley on the left 
holding a photo of her Father balancing her with one hand!) We also began the process of cre-
ating a sort of “time-capsule” and memory book to preserve what we are 
about today, for future generations.  
 
We had a fabulous time conducting interviews with each other and 
their was considerable amount of laughter as well as many tears 
shed as we shared our stories. Those stories will be used to com-

pile our Memory Book for our 50 Year Anniversary.  If you would like to send us 
your story, please send your answers to the questions below to Cindy Brennan at: 
sonoma.newsletter@gmail.com Or, if you didn’t get done with your questions during our 
interviews at the meeting, you can send the answers to the ones you did not complete to Cindy Brennan also.  
 

It’s Not Too 
Late to Add 
Your Story! 

 

Your name: 
 
When did you first join SCGS? 
 
 
When did you first become interested in gene-
alogy? 
 
 
What prompted you? 
 
 
Tell something that you discovered about your 
family in your genealogy searches! 
 
When and where were you born?  
 
 
Where did you grow up? 
 
When did your family come to California? 
Why? 
 
What did your parents know about your family 
history? 
 
Do you remember a story about your grand-
parents lives? Share it! 
 

Did you know your great-grandparents? What do 
you remember about them? 
Who is the oldest person that you remember when 
you were a child? Tell a story about them: 
 
 
What is the single most memorable (or funniest) 
moment of your life? 
 
 
 
If you married, where and how did you meet your 
spouse? 
 
 
Did you have children? How many? Grand-
children? Great-grandchildren? 
 
 
Other important descendants? Nieces/Nephews? 
 
 
If you could give one piece of advice to a grand-
child or younger person, what would it be? 
 
 
What would you like to be remembered for? 

mailto:sonoma.newsletter@gmail.com
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SCGS Accomplishments for 2015-2016! WOW…. 
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BOOKS PUBLISHED: 
 Index to Vital Records in Newspapers: Sonoma 

County California, 1922 -1924 Vol. XIII 
 Burial of Indigents, Sonoma County, California: 

1937-1967 

 Early Sonoma County, California, Land Grants: 
1846-1850 

 

BOOKS PURCHASED FOR THE LIBRARY 
 Missouri genealogical gleanings v.8 
 Dobson, David: The French and Indian War from 

Scottish sources 
 Green, Linda: 1850 Agricultural Census of Missouri 

v.1 
 Anderson, Charles: The pilgrim Migration 
 Skinner, Vernon: Abstracts of the testamentary 

proceedings of the prerogative court of Maryland 
v.1 

 Abandoning America 
 Virginia tax Records 
 Dollarhide, William: Kentucky name lists 1773-

2000 
 Texas 1850 agricultural census 
 Trans Alleghany pioneers 
 Illinois collections 
 Abstracts from Ben Franklin's Pennsylvania Ga-

zette 1728-1748 
 Anderson, Robert The great migration directory 
 
ANNUAL SEMINAR: 
 Judy Russell, Presenting the Legal Genealogist 
 
MONTHLY MEETINGS: 
Board and General Meetings meet monthly, except in 
December. We also offer the following Special Interest 
Groups: German, Writers Group, British/Irish, Geneal-
ogy Evidence, Documentation Group and a Chat 
Group. (DNA is our newest addition!) 
 
PROGRAMS AT THE MONTHLY MEETINGS: 
List of Programs 2015-2016 
 Jul 18, 2015:  Thomas MacEntee Webi-

nar: Genealogy: The Future is Now. 
 Aug 15, 2015: Patrick Traviss: Family History Cen-

ter, the Tour. 
 Sep 19, 2015: Clinton Smith: Can you hear the 

Bagpipes? 
 Oct 17, 2015: Erin Lacey: Social Media and Gene-

alogy 
 Nov 21, 2015: Katherine J. Rinehart, 

M.A.: Preserving Your Family Treasures 
 Jan 16, 2016: Martha Vallejo McGettigan: When 

the World Rode In - The AncestorsFrancis-
co  ,  Maria Felipa Benicia Carrillo Vallejo 

 Feb 20  2016: Sierra Pope: Mining a Dataset 
at ancestry.com 

 Mar 19, 2016: Karla Henderlong and Madeline 
Yanov: The Taxman Found Your Ancestors, Can  
You? 

 April 16, 2016: Spring Seminar: Judy Russell, The 
Legal Genealogist 

 May 21, 2016: Kurt Boldt: Breaking Brick Walls 
 Jun 18, 2016:  Ray Owen & Pat Car-

hart: Interviewing & SCGS 50th Anniversary Project 
 
MEMBERS BENEFITS:  Committee: Kurt Boldt, Pat 
Carhart & Helen Young 
These are the “new” benefits for the year. More to fol-
low with the new website! 
1. Created a Welcome Committee for the Monthly 

General Meeting. 
2. Stars and Circles are now featured on Name 

tags showing which indicate length of membership. 
3. Outreach & Collaboration with other Societies 

has begun: SCGS, Family History Center and Oak-
mont Genealogy Society have co-created and 
taught classes. SRJC Adult Ed is offering a begin-
ning series located at the FHC. Outreach/
Collaboration with other Societies has begun with 
SCGS, FHC, and Oakmont. 

 
Highlights: 

a. Members of SCGS taught and co-taught classes 
held at Oakmont and the FHC. 

b. 8 Classes were held at Oakmont to support the 
Brickwall Busting Workshop on Saturday, May 21, 
2016 at Finley. 

c. The LDS has been hosting a series of classes at 
the FHC on Thursday nights. 

d. SRJC Adult Ed has been offering a beginning se-
ries at FHC, taught by Denise Beeson 

 
OTHER 
 G-mail account for Board members for Board busi-

ness 
 General Meeting program with Thomas MacEntee 

doing a webinar which included visual connection 
with Thomas in Chicago 

 New Society Website: Wild Apricot (thank you to 
our President Jeffrey Vaillant)! 

 Volunteers continue at the Library Annex on 
Wednesday afternoons.  

 
 

http://ancestry.com/
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Down on the Farm 

cows came home, went to bed, and did it 
all over again and again, seven days in a 
row. But, never fear - there are a plethora 
of places where you can begin to weave 
together the stories of your farmers. Even 
if you have never milked a cow, or don’t 
recognize the phrase “knee high by July”, 
you can recreate much of the world they 
lived in and immerse yourself in their joys 
and sorrows.  
 
It is highly likely that you have farmers 
amongst your ancestors. In fact, farming 
represented 90% of the labor force in 1790 in the 
USA. Although, that figure diminished to around 70% 
by 1840, the majority of our population was still partic-
ipating in the feeding of our country. So, let’s try to 

build a story for our farmers.  
 
The earliest farmers in our country were 

often indentured servants working on the tobacco 
farms in the Colonies. They spent years working off 
the debts incurred from their passage to America. If 
they were lucky at the end of their indenture, they 
may have received some land of their own. Imagine; 
their lives in England were so abhorrent that they al-
lowed themselves to be enslaved, for the hope of a 
better life. If you think your ancestors may have ar-
rived from England in the 1600’s or 1700’s (perhaps 
as indentured servants), a great group of free data-
bases to search are at: Virtual Jamestown See exam-
ple above.  
 
A compelling motivator for your immigrant ancestors 
to become farmers once they were here was the free 
or cheap land that was rapidly being opened up for 
settlement. First, the bounty land warrants from ap-
proximately 1775 to 1855, provided land from the 
government to those who served in the: Revolution-
ary, War of 
1812, Mexican 
or Indian Wars. 
For a searchable 
database, you 
can go to Ances-
try.com. Then, 
the Homestead 
Act provided a 

(Continued from page 1) source of cheap land for those wishing to 
migrate out south or west. You also 
search at Ancestry.com, or go to the free 
& excellent site at the Bureau of Land 
Management. If you find your ancestor at 
BLM, you can print out a copy of the 
Land Patent, or view the details of the 
sale. Full homesteading land entry case 
files are available through the National 
Archives Form 85. 
 
Our original farmers in the early 1800’s 
were truly pioneers. They moved out of 
more comfortably inhabited areas, 

cleared the untouched land (and I do mean cleared 
– without any true machinery), built a place to live 
out of what was available, prepared the soil to be 
farmed, birthed and raised their families and eventu-
ally founded communities that made up the fabric of 
our growing nation. They were incredibly brave souls 
who were met with starvation, illness and often the 
loss of their family members. They defended their 
land against weather, wild animals and attacks by 
Indians (who had often been forcibly displaced from 
their own homes). Yet, they stayed and made lives 
for the next generation.   
 
Your ancestor may not have intended to 
go into farming. For example, my 3rd 
Great Grandfather shows up as a Tailor for his occu-
pation on the 1861 Ships Passenger List. A year lat-
er, he was farming in Indiana after purchasing land. 
Our ancestors went where the work was available.  
 
Farming continued to bustle in the 1800’s. After the 
Civil War, sharecropping replaced the outlawed sys-
tem of slavery. Steamships and railroads improved 
transport time and so exports of crops such as cot-
ton, became more lucrative. Tools that previously 
had to be made by the farmer were now available for 

purchase. The 
use of horses 
replaced the 
process of 
farming by 
hand.  What 
about a 
glimpse into 
the type of 

 Location 

 Occupations  

http://www.virtualjamestown.org/indentures/search_indentures.html
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1165
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1165
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=60593
https://www.glorecords.blm.gov/search/default.aspx?searchTabIndex=0&searchByTypeIndex=0
https://www.glorecords.blm.gov/search/default.aspx?searchTabIndex=0&searchByTypeIndex=0
http://www.archives.gov/contact/inquire-form.html
http://www.archives.gov/contact/inquire-form.html
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equipment they used? The old 
Sears Catalogs can give you 
some in depth insight on what 
they ordered during any given 

year after 1896. See 
photo right. Now you 
have a farm location 

and some possible tools your an-
cestors used for your story. 
 
What happened after our South-
ern ancestor’s farms were pillaged during the 
Civil War? Well, an excellent record collection for 
those who have family in the south prior to 1865 
is the U.S. Southern Claims Commission. During 
the Civil War, many farms took the brunt of sol-
diers (both friend and foe) helping themselves to 

food, live-
stock and 
supplies - 
without remu-
neration for 
the farmer. 
Claims could 
be put in for 

loss of crops, equipment and/or livestock. The 
commission then rendered its response as either 
Allowed, Disallowed or Barred. (Interestingly, the 
claimant had to prove that they supported the 
Union during the war and gave no assistance to 
the Confederates). These are some fascinating 
documents with pages of testimony and letters. 
You can learn a great deal about the farm if you 
are lucky enough to find an ancestor. If not, these 
are still super-interesting and often-heartbreaking 
records. Check the index on Ancestry.com. Then, 
you can use the links below based on what the 
response to the claim was.  
 U.S. Southern Claims Commission, Allowed 

Claims, 1871-1880 
 U.S. Southern Claims Commission, Disal-

lowed and Barred Claims, 1871-1880 
 
Next, the Agricultural Schedules are invaluable 
documents that are available in many cases for 
those in the farming industry from 1850 to 1880. 
They contain precious information on the owner 
of the farm, value of the farm, type of crops, live-
stock and processed products like cheese or 

(Continued from page 8) wine. You can also see who their neigh-
bors were – perhaps other ancestors?  
 
You can compare two or more years to see 
how the farm was prospering, or what 
types of changes they made in crops, ani-
mals and products they produced. For my 
GG Grandpa, I could see that from 1870 to 
1880 the number of acres owned in-
creased from 166 to 485. The value in-
creased from $6100 to $15,711.  In 1870, 
he grew wheat, Indian corn and oats. Then 

in 1880, he still grew all of this and added potatoes, ap-
ples, molas-
ses and the 
production 
of butter 
(760 
pounds of 
it!).  
 
This 
doesn’t 
even touch 
on all the 

animal info. Now, in my mind, I can see the fields, the 
cows, the pigs and dream of all that sweet cream butter! 
 
Agricultural Schedules can be found on Ancestry.com.  

(Ancestry can frequently be accessed for 
free at your local library or your local Fam-

ily History Center) or the NARA Link to non-population 
schedules and last, you can order the microfilms from 
the FamilySearch Catalog to be delivered to your local 
Family History Center.  
 
What if you cannot find any Agriculture Schedules? 
There are many more options to explore the farm. Check 
out a historical archive of the USDA Census of Agricul-
ture 1925–1987. Although, it may not cover your person 
exactly, you can see what your ancestor’s county was 
known to produce. It was no surprise that in my ances-
tral county of Auglaize, the #1 product was Butter! Or 
explore the Historical Census Publications on the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture's website, with statistical infor-
mation going back to the 1840 census. 
 
Also, don’t overlook the basic census records for a finan-
cial picture of your farm. From 1850 on, the Federal 

(Continued on page 12) 

 Equipment 

 Prosperity 

http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1670
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1670
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1216
http://search.ancestry.com/handler/domainrd.ashx?Domain=SearchDomain&url=/search/db.aspx&dbid=1217
http://search.ancestry.com/handler/domainrd.ashx?Domain=SearchDomain&url=/search/db.aspx&dbid=1217
http://search.ancestry.com/handler/domainrd.ashx?Domain=SearchDomain&url=/search/db.aspx&dbid=1218
http://search.ancestry.com/handler/domainrd.ashx?Domain=SearchDomain&url=/search/db.aspx&dbid=1218
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1276
http://www.archives.gov/research/census/nonpopulation/
http://www.archives.gov/research/census/nonpopulation/
https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/results?count=20&query=%2Bkeywords%3Anon%20%2Bkeywords%3Apopulation
http://agcensus.mannlib.cornell.edu/AgCensus/homepage.do;jsessionid=F45EFE2078ABE566B4671778C698418E
http://agcensus.mannlib.cornell.edu/AgCensus/homepage.do;jsessionid=F45EFE2078ABE566B4671778C698418E
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/Historical_Publications/
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Tony’s Corner—Hoskins to Todd Y-DNA Saga: Coming Home at Last 

As a number of you know, seven years ago I discovered through Y-DNA testing that my 
grandfather, Glenn Gladstone Hoskins (1891-1962), was not the son of his legal father, 
Charles Hoskins (1855-1905). To my knowledge, no one - certainly not my grandfather, "GG" 
- knew this, short of GG's mother, my great grandmother, Frances (Long) Hoskins (1854-
1936). At the moment, the exact identity of GG's father is undiscovered (but I'm "on it"), ex-
cept to note that additional DNA evidence shows he must have been a descendant (probably 
great grandson) of a Scottish farmer and his wife - Joseph Todd and Sarah (Dods) Todd 
(1737-1808 and 1748-1795, respectively) - who lived in the parish of Garvald, in East Lothi-
an, Scotland. 

 
Todd is a common surname - like Smith - so not everyone bearing the name 
will belong to the same family. In the Todd families interest group in Fami-
lyTreeDNA there are, I think, something like 20 or so discrete (unrelated) 
Todd families. The only person in my Todd group is a lone Scotsman, a re-
tired college professor, living in England. As we match Y-DNA very closely 
(63 of 67 markers) we could be expected to share a common ancestor be-
tween about 200-300 years ago. In our case, our mutual ancestor is Richard 
Todd (born 1704), of Northrigg, Morham, East Lothian, Scotland. 
 
My Y-DNA match is 4 greats nephew of my ancestor Joseph Todd and is my 
5th cousin, once removed. My match also happens to be the son of a rather well known British literary figure, 
poet and author, Ruthven Todd. Over the years my match has kindly shared photos of his branch of the Todd 
family, which are attached. I'm constantly amazed at Glenn Hoskins's and his eldest son Charles Hoskins's 
resemblance to their Todd cousins in Scotland. 

DNA will out!  
 
Photos that go along with this discovery, in order of appearance are: 
1. Ruthven Campbell Todd (1833-1887). Lt. Col. Volunteer Service, Chartered Accountant and Member of 

Glasgow Stock Exchange. Great grandfather of my Y-DNA match. 2nd cousin of Glenn Hoskins. 
2. (William James) Walker Todd (1884-1944), Edinburgh architect. Father of 10, eldest son (left, glasses) 

author and poet Ruthven Todd (1914-1978), himself father of my Y-DNA match. Walker Todd was a 3rd 
cousin of Glenn Hoskins.  

 
William James Walker Todd, architect. William James Walker Todd was born in Glasgow on 6 February 
1884, the son of Ruthven Campbell Todd CA [chartered accountant]. He was educated at Fettes College and 

articled to Thomas Purves Marwick in January 1902. He travelled in Italy as early 
as 1903 and attended the Edinburgh School of Applied Art, which merged with 
Edinburgh College of Art while he was a student in 1902-07. While there he won 
the Diploma of Merit for his National Art Survey Work and the Royal Institution 
Travelling Studentship in 1907, these gaining him a place in Peddie's office on his 
return from a further spell of continental travel. He commenced practice on his 
own account at 44 Hanover Street in 1909, and was later joined by Sydney 
Houghton Miller (born May 1884), who had won the Pugin Studentship in that 
year. The two entered a formal partnership at 19 Young Street in 1914: designs 
made together before that date appear to have been in collaboration rather than 
in partnership, and earlier in that year Todd had briefly worked in association with 

Bailey Scott Murphy prior to the latter's death, although it is unclear whether a formal partnership had existed. 
What should have been the Todd & Miller partnership's major work, St David's Church at Dundee, was never 
realized despite a reduction in the design. The practice closed in 1915 when the partners were called up: 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Walker Todd served in France with the Royal Scots, reaching the rank of Captain. 
 
The practice conditions during the Second World War resulted in the merger of the Dick 
Peddie Todd & Jamieson and the Richardson & McKay practices in 1942, John Ross 
McKay having secured a lot of war work, perhaps more than he could find staff for. He 
quickly became the leading partner, particularly so after the death of Walker Todd on 29 
April 1944, after which the firm continued as Dick Peddie McKay & Jamieson. Todd was 

survived by his wife Christian Craik Todd of Whitethorn House, 
Milnathort, five daughters, and five sons, of whom the writer Ruthven 
Campbell Todd, who settled in the USA [for a few years, then moving to 
Majorca]  was one. [Walker Todd] had lived in considerable state at 34 
Inverleith Terrace. 
 
3. Walker Todd with three children. During World War I, Walker 
Todd served as Captain in the Royal Scots Guards. 
4. Ruthven Campbell Todd (1914-1978). Author and poet. William 
Blake scholar, friend of Dylan Thomas. Father of my Y-DNA match. 
4th cousin of Glenn Hoskins. (Drawing by John Ulrich). 

5. Ruthven Campbell Todd (1914-1978). "Sensibility and vigor". Photo from a jour-
nal. Father of my Y-DNA match. 4th cousin of Glenn Hoskins. 

6. Glenn Hoskins  and his eldest son (my uncle), Charles Hoskins. They both bear 
strong resemblances to the photos of Walker Todd and his children (above). 
Glenn very much resembles Walker's father Ruthven Campbell Todd [Sr.], his fa-
ther (above). Photo taken at the 1943 wedding in Montgomery, Alabama of my 
parents, William and Jessie (Shields) Hoskins. 

 
Anthony Hoskins—June 22, 2016 
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Down on the Farm 

Census will list the 
profession of each 
person noted as well 
as the value of real 
estate owned. You 
can look at the 
changes over time to 
see how your family 
was weathering 
changes that affected 
our nation.  
 
Other good reads include the Farmers' Bulletin, pro-
duced by the U.S. Department of Agriculture since 
1889 if you really want to dive in deep. Also Farmers' 
Almanacs which started in 1792 are available online 
for free at sites such as HathiTrust Digital Library. 
 
A picture is worth a thousand words. Check to see if 

there is local atlas or farm directory that may 
show information on the local farmers. A 
Google search for your locality, plus farmers 

and directory may provide a goldmine. I found a disc 
on e-bay that I purchased for $6.00. It contained the 
photographs from an 1880 Atlas of Auglaize County, 
Ohio. One page showed photos of my 3rd Great 
Grandfather’s family plus the artist rendition of his 
farm and home. How cool is that? From the photo 
(above), I could see his home, barn, crops and live-
stock. There is even a man on a horse working the 
field and a women coming down the path. Now I have 
a true picture of how the farm was laid out!  
 
It’s been pretty hot lately, but how do you think the 

weather affected your farmers? They didn’t 
have air-conditioned tractor cabs, so you 
can view the weather for your particular 

town going back in time. A couple of excellent, free 
resources are: NOAA’s site where you can actually 
view the hand-
written weath-
er logs from 
long ago. I 
looked at the 
day my Grandpa C. was born on his family’s farm in 
1896.  I smiled to see that it was sunny and nice, but 
the next day, the weather monitor made a handwritten 
note about how awful a day it was. See above. Anoth-
er very quick and easy site for weather info is the 

(Continued from page 9) Weather Warehouse.  
 
County Histories are 
also fountains of 
knowledge. This is one 
of my favorite FREE 
sites that covers a huge 
number of counties in 
all states. You can find 
out a lot about the farm-
ers. Many even include 
biographical sketches of 

pioneers or prominent land owners.  
 
Tax Records, much like the Agricultural Schedules 
can tell a lot about how much the farm produced. 
Annual property tax records are usually found in the 
office of the 
county 
property tax 
assessor at 
the county 
seat.  They 
can also be 
found 
online at 
places like: 
Family 
Search, Ancestry, Rootsweb and Binn’s Genealogy. 
(If you attended our March Monthly Meeting, refer to 
your flyer).  
 
Your farmers may also have appeared in their local 
newspapers, especially the smaller the town was. It 
could be land trans-
fers, the county fair or 
groups they belonged 
to as part of their 
farming profession. 
Here is a small an-
nouncement I found 
for my Grandpa C., 
depicting his role in 
setting up the Swine 
Banquet! Now doesn’t 
that sound like an event you wouldn’t want to miss! 
Don’t forget the Library of Congress’s Chronicling 
America as a free historical newspaper collection.  
Wills are another amazing way to see what made up 
the farm and what was being passed on to the future 

 Climate 

 Visual 

http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/009894472
http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/ls?field1=ocr;q1=farmers%20almanac;a=srchls;lmt=ft
http://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/ls?field1=ocr;q1=farmers%20almanac;a=srchls;lmt=ft
http://genealogy.about.com/od/history_research/a/hathitrust.htm
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/IPS/coop/coop.html
http://weather-warehouse.com/WeatherHistoryListing/monthlyWeatherDataStart.html
http://www.learnwebskills.com/patriot/countyhistories1.htm
http://www.learnwebskills.com/patriot/countyhistories1.htm
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/
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Down on the Farm 

generations. The summaries of the will usually out-
lined all of the land and the inventories that were ex-
cruciatingly detailed. (Right down to 
the bed, chair & spotted cow named 
Bessie!) See above for example.  
 
Were your ancestors activists or 
strong advocates for the farming in-
dustry? If so, they may be mentioned 
in a city directory or in the newspaper 

article supporting their 
various group. You may 
be surprised to know 

that the National Grange was formed 
by farmers in 1867. They were advo-
cates for rural America & agriculture.  
What about the whiskey rebellion? 
The Populist Movement 1896? The creation of the 
Farm Bureau or the National Farm Labor Union? It 
was not unusual for farmers to come together just 
like they do today, for a shared cause.  
 
By 1970, a mere 4.6% of our population was actively 

farming to feed our country. This is partly due to effi-
ciencies that have come though technologies and 
farming practices. Where it took around 300 hours of 
labor to produce 100 bushels of wheat in 1830, by 
1987, it took only 3 hours!  
 
Hopefully, you have found a few tidbits to tell the sto-
ry of your ancestral farmer. Even if you didn’t carry 
on the tradition of owning a farm, perhaps you are 
raising your own chickens, growing vegetables & 
grapes or using an organic and Farm-to-Table ap-
proach to cooking and eating. We in Sonoma County 
are fortunate to have so many products available 

from our local farms.  
 

When you delve into the lives of your 
farmers, you will likely find some im-
mense challenges they faced, along 
with some good times.  
 
For my Grandpa, the loss of his young 
wife during childbirth at their home, 
might have dissuaded him from being 
so rural and so far from services—like 
doctors. But, like so many farmers, 
working the land had been part of his 
family for many generations.  It was the 
only life he knew. So, Grandpa pulled 

the fabric of his existence back together, raised his 
new baby girl, eventually remarried,  and farmed until 
the day he died.  
 

 Farm Life 

This was in the Farm 
Equipment Section of the 
1896 Sears Catalog. 
Marketing the savings on a 
plow to the men, so they 
can buy their wife a cape! 


