
Please Join us in our monthly Meeting   
November 17, 2018 

 

Park Ave Community Center  

Maple Room 

210 Park Avenue, Escondido, CA 92025 

Overflow parking across the street at Food4Less. 

Doors open at 9:45 and meeting begins at 10:00 am 
 

 The attendees will have a round-table discussion about genealogical ideas, 

research suggestions and ideas for the future of  EGS and elections of   

officers. Members are asked to bring baked goods, crafts, and books to sale 

with the proceeds going to EGS. Please have your items priced.  
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Christmas Potluck 2018 

December 1, 2018, will be our Christmas potluck to be held in the home 

of  Jim Buchanan & Diane Tells His Name. You are welcome to come at 

4:00 pm and bring a dish to share.  
 

The ham will be provided by Ray & Gail Raser, so bring a dish to serve 

about 12 to compliment the meat.  
 

Near Harmony Grove: 1449 Country Club Drive (NOT Lane),  
Escondido, CA 92029. Our cross street is Kauna Loa. We are the old 

white farmhouse on the west side of the street at the three-way stop sign.  
Please let Diane know if you are planning to come. Hope you can make it. 

Stay as long as you wish or come and go!  

 

oglalawoman1951@sbcglobal.net  



 
Diane Tells His Name Shares Interview with Aljazeera America 

 

Growing up in suburban Los Angeles, Diane Tells His Name always felt different from her friends, and especially 
from her blond-haired, fair-skinned younger sister. “I remember going through family albums,” says Diane. “I 
could see the familiarity between my sister and my parents, and my grandparents and my parents, but I couldn’t 
find my face.” One day, when she was in her early thirties, Diane happened across an old picture of her mother 
taken one month before Diane was born. She didn’t look remotely pregnant. 
This was the first solid clue that her feelings of disconnection were founded. 
 

In December of 1988, when she was 37 years old, Diane received a copy of her 
birth certificate and her adoption papers from the Oklahoma State Department 
of Health. The birth certificate listed her mother’s name, ethnicity, and place of 
birth: Isabell Helen Gapp; Indian; Pine Ridge, South Dakota. “I held it to my 
chest and just sobbed,” says Diane. She wrote her birth mother a two-page letter, 
which turned into an emotional four-hour telephone conversation, and then a 
meeting in person.  
 

Diane found out that her birth mother, Isabell, had been forcibly removed from 
her home at the age of seven and placed 
in an Indian boarding school. "She be-
came a strong women but didn’t know 
how to be a mother," Diane says of her 
biological mother. So, when she became 
pregnant, she gave Diane up for adoption. 
 

Diane and Isabell represented two generations deeply affected by U.S. poli-

cies toward Native American children. Both women had been separated 

from their culture for a time, and both had found their way back. With that 

in mind, Diane decided to adopt a Native American child herself. She and 

her husband had already taken in Native American foster children, but they 

wanted to adopt a Lakota child. At Isabell’s urging, Diane took her new daughter, Bonnie, to Pine Ridge to receive 

her Lakota name and to be officially inducted into the tribe. Now a mother of five and a grandmother of 13, Diane 

tries to instill the next generations of her family with knowledge of and pride in their Native American heritage. 

Diane at traditional Powwow   

at Porcupine SD on grandfathers  

allotment land 1993 

Great-grandfather Lone Elk, Great-grandmother 

Mattie Shields, Great 1uncle  Jim Lone Elk in a 

promo photo for Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show 

about 1900  

Adoptive mother Betty & Diane  

Diane with her biological mother Isabell (Bell). 

Isabell (Bell) Tell His Name  



 

Time to think about genealogy again! 
EGS has a schedule of meetings planned for 2019.  

 

General Meetings* are on Saturdays, 10:00 AM 
(door opens at 9:45 AM) in the Maple Room  

at the Park Avenue Community Center (PACC) 
210 Park Ave, Escondido 

 

*Two exceptions: February at a restaurant, and December  
potluck in a member's home. 

Mark you calendar for the these dates: 
 

Upcoming Meetings  
 

November 17, 2018: Craft/bake sale– Round table discussion  
 

December 01, 2018: 4:00 pm  Christmas Potluck 
 

January 27, 2019:  Speaker Colin Whitney,  
Program “Organizing all my stuff’” 

 

February 23, 2019: February Luncheon, Vinz Wine Bar.  
201 E. Grand Ave. Escondido, CA 92025 

 

March 23,  2019 : Speaker Toni Peronne,  
Program “German Research” 

October EGS Meeting  
The October 27, 2018 meeting consisted of nomination of officers and an interesting presentation by member 

 Diane Tells His Name. Two dedicated members offered to remain in their positions as president, Barbara Wickham, 
and secretary, Denise Bova. No one else volunteered to take elected positions, so they remain open at this time.  

 

Our program was presented by member Diane Tells His Name, who shared the story of her life as a youngster and 
how finding out at age 37 that she was adopted changed her life.  She subsequently, through DNA, found out that the 
"father" on her birth certificate was not really her biological father, so she has gone through three identity changes in 
her life.  An interview she gave prior to her DNA discovery is in this newsletter.  She and her biological mother re-

main close and she shares her story with others.  Thank you Diane for sharing your unusual story with us.  

Front: Denise Bova, Ruth Wehner, Barbara Wickham, Gail Raser, Thomas Johnston  
 

Standing: Rick Bova, Earl Storms, Linda Storms, Audrey Stetson, Steve Palmer, Diane Tells His Name,  
Steve Moseley, Dianna Smith, Ray Raser  

Diane Tells His Name, sharing her story 

at EGS Meeting  

Meetings are on the 4th Saturdays of 
each month noted except  

November, which is the 3rd Saturday. 
Programs will be announced at  

meetings, in the newsletter, and a  
reminder Notice e-mailed prior to 

each meeting 
 

EGS needs to fill four positions: 
Vice-President 

Treasurer 
Program Chair 

Ways & Means Chair 
 

If you would like to volunteer, please 
contact Barbara Wickham, EGS Pres-

ident, at bw4662@aol.com 

https://maps.google.com/?q=210+Park+Ave,+Escondido&entry=gmail&source=g


Show & Tell - EGS September Meeting   
September 22, 2018 

 

Tony Widgery had a framed family tree printout which showed how long the Widgery’s stayed in one 
area of  England from 1620 to 1900 in South Moleton, SW England which was a farming  

community.  Tony’s father was a pharmacist.  Some intermarriage the church okayed if  they were far 
enough apart. When the railroad finally went through the town this changed. 

 
 Ruth Wehner had a little porcelain doll which was her mothers.  She had an illustrated box which had 

Ruth’s baby shoes saved by her mother.   
   

Steve Moseley had scrimshaw artifact made of  walrus tusk for a hand held cribbage board engraved 
on it that was bought in Alaska by Champion Moseley while sheriff  1894-1896. 

  
 Steve Palmer talked about a family reunion in the Ozarks and doing research of  his wife’s Irish roots 

in Missouri. 
 

 Ruth Wehner 

Steve Moseley  

Tony Widgery 



 
EGS has a Facebook page! Here you can find announcements and reminders related to upcoming meetings and 
events. To begin receiving notifications from the EGS page, “like us” here: wwwfacebook.com/
escondidogenealogicalsociety. 
 

Area Libraries  
Escondido Public Library, 239 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido. 760-839-4683. Hours: Mon. and Tues. 10 am to 8 pm, 
Wed., Thurs. and Fri.  10 am to 6 pm, Sat. 10 am to 5 pm.  Closed Sunday. 
 
Pioneer Room, branch of the Escondido Public Library, 247 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido. 760-839-4315. Hours: 
Tuesday  2:00 pm -7:00 pm. Wednesday and Thursday 1:00 pm -3:00 pm. (3:00 pm -6:00 pm by appointment only.) 

 
Escondido Family History Center (LDS), 2255 Felicita Rd., Escondido. 760-745-1662. Hours: Tues. and Wed. 9 
am to     9 pm, Thurs., Fri., Sat., 9 am to 1 pm.  
 

San Diego Family History Center (LDS), 4195 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego. 619-584-7668. Hours: Tues., 
Fri.,      Sat. 10 am to 3 pm, Wed. & Thurs. 10 am to 9 pm. 
Poway Family History Center (LDS), 15750 Bernardo Heights Pkwy., San Diego. 619-487-2304. Hours: Tues. 9 am 
to 3 pm, 6 pm to 9 pm, Wed. 9 am to 1 pm, 6 pm to 9 pm, Thurs., Fri., Sat. 9 am to 1 pm 
 

Cole Library, branch of the Carlsbad City Library, 1250 Carlsbad Village Dr., Carlsbad.  760-434-2870.  Genealogy 
dept. 760-434-2931.  Hours:  Mon. through Thurs. 9 am to 9 pm, Fri. & 
Sat. 9 am to 5 pm, Sunday 1 pm to 5 pm. 
 

Newsletter exchange with the Immigrant Genealogical Society (IGS) 
contained the following item as written in the Montgomery Chapter of 
the Ohio Gen. Society. For the first time, the National Archives have 
launched online videos of its most popular genealogy “how to” work-
shops.  These videos cover “hot topics” in genealogical research such as 
census, immigration and military records.  These workshops are led by 
National Archives experts and are available on the National Archives 
You Tube channel:  www.youtube.com/user/usnationalarchives 
 

The following URL takes you directly to veteran parts of the National 
Archives online website.  The site has some documents from all the wars in which the United States has been en-
gaged.  This part of the site, unlike other parts, is fairly easy to navigate:  http://www.archives.gov/research/
military/veterans/online.html 
 

The Newsletter 
All members of the Society receive the bi-monthly Newsletter. Submissions are encouraged.  We print queries from 
members for free; non-members are charged $5.00. Queries are limited to 50 words and must be printed clearly. 
We are not responsible for the accuracy of material published, but will gladly print corrections. Material for pro-
posed publication – including queries, corrections, or any questions regarding the newsletter – should be addressed 
to the editor at: egsnewsletter@gmail.com 
 

The Escondido Genealogical Society, Inc. is a non-profit organization with an IRS number, all gifts or donations of 
money are tax deductible. The Society would appreciate gifts or donations of family genealogies or histories, Coun-
ty histories (of any State), and books or manuscripts of a genealogical nature.  

A reminder from The American Legion, J.B. Clark Post 149, Escondido, CA 
When we were kids our school day began by reciting The Pledge of Allegiance. That was before “under God” was 
added in 1954 by President Dwight Eisenhower.  For some reason many people say the pledge incorrectly by say-
ing “one nation (pause) under God.”  There is no comma after nation.  The proper way to say the pledge is “one 

nation under God.”  Please learn the correct way to say the pledge to our great nation. 

tel:760-434-2870
tel:760-434-2931
http://www.youtube.com/user/usnationalarchives
http://www.archives.gov/research/military/veterans/online.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/military/veterans/online.html
mailto:egsnewsletter@gmail.com

