
 
Scotch-Irish Terminology  
Excerpted from Wikipedia May 23, 2016 

 

The term Scotch-Irish is first known to have been used to refer to a people living in 
Northeastern Ireland. Today, Scotch-Irish is an Americanism almost unknown in 

England, Ireland or Scotland. The term is somewhat 
unclear because some of the Scotch-Irish have little or no 
Scottish ancestry at all: numerous dissenter families had 
also been transplanted to Ulster from northern England, in 
particular the border counties of Northumberland and 
Cumberland. Smaller numbers of migrants also came from 
Wales and the southeast of England, and others were 
Protestant religious refugees from Flanders, the German 
Palatinate, and France (such as the French Huguenot 
ancestors of Davy Crockett). What united these different 
national groups was a base of Calvinist religious beliefs, 
and their separation from the established church (Church 
of England and Church of Ireland in this case). But, the 
large ethnic Scottish element in the Plantation of Ulster 

gave the settlements a Scottish character. 
 

Upon arrival in North America, these migrants at first usually identified simply as 
Irish, without the qualifier Scotch. It was not until a century later, following the surge 
in Irish immigration after the Great Irish Famine of the 1840s, that the descendants 
of the earlier arrivals began to commonly call themselves Scotch-Irish to distinguish 
themselves from the newer, predominantly Roman Catholic and poor immigrants; 
these largely had no Scottish ancestry. At first, the two groups had little interaction in 
America, as the Scots-Irish had become settled decades earlier, primarily in the 
backcountry of the Appalachian region. The new wave of Irish families settled 
primarily in port cities such as Boston, New York, Chicago, and New Orleans, where 
large immigrant communities formed and there were an increasing number of 
industrial jobs. Many of the new Irish migrants also went to the interior in the 19th 
century, attracted to jobs on large-scale infrastructure projects such as canals and 
railroads. 
 

The usage Scots-Irish developed in the late 19th century as a relatively recent version 
of the term. Twentieth-century English author Kingsley Amis endorsed the 
traditional Scotch-Irish usage implicitly in noting that "nobody talks about 
butterscottish or hopscots,...or Scottish pine", and that while Scots or Scottish is how 
people of Scots origin refer to themselves in Scotland, the traditional English usage 
Scotch continues to be appropriate in "compounds and set phrases". 
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Your Family's Genealogical Records May Have Been Digitized by a Prisoner 
Submitted by Rick Bova 
 
Twenty miles outside Salt Lake City, a massive man-made bunker known as The Vault stretches nearly 700 feet into 
a mountain of granite. Sealed behind colossal doors designed to survive a nuclear attack, the climate-controlled 
cavern is home to the world's largest collection of genealogical records—3.5 billion at last count. The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has been collecting these records since the late 1800s so its members may identify 
and posthumously baptize ancestors who might then join them in the afterlife. The public isn't allowed inside The 
Vault. But many of its holdings, which include everything from US census records to Jamaican marriage certificates, 
are available for free on the church's FamilySearch website, which has information on more than 4 billion people. 
 

Before they can be used to track down long-gone relatives, the church's records first must be indexed so they're 
searchable. Even with thousands of volunteers entering information from scanned documents, the church can't 
process the data fast enough. "People come and they go," says Mike Judson, who's in charge of recruiting data entry 
volunteers. "They do a little bit here, a little bit there." So the church has tapped into a more consistent source of 
labor: prisoners. For about a decade, the Mormons have enlisted inmates in two Utah prisons to index records, 
explains Paul Starkey, the church's manager of indexing operations. Prisoners who get a job scanning government 
documents earn between $0.60 and $1.75 an hour. Yet those doing genealogical work for the church are considered 
volunteers and are not paid a dime. 
 

For Mormon inmates, who make up a third of Utah's prison population, the Family History Project provides an 
important link to the church. Church members who are convicted of a crime may be "disfellowshipped" or put on a 
probationary period during which they must repent or be excommunicated. Volunteering for the genealogy project 
"would certainly help" prevent excommunication, says Michael Wilder, an ex-Mormon and former High Council 
member.* 
 

Non-Mormon inmates have more temporal reasons to volunteer in the prison "family history centers." Greg 
Johnson, the administrative coordinator of the Utah Parole Board, says the work may be looked at favorably when 
inmates come up for parole. In addition, Judson says it helps them develop important research skills like 
paleography, the deciphering of historical handwriting. Over the past three years, the indexing project has expanded 
to 32 prisons and jails across Utah, Idaho, and Arizona. In 2013, inmates supervised by missionaries and using 
church-supplied computers processed around 2 million records. Last year, they logged 7.5 million. The church is 
currently exploring expanding the program to prisons in California, Florida, Ohio, Oregon, and Washington. 
 

Asked whether non-Mormon inmates were informed that their genealogical work might be used to baptize the 
dead, Judson replies, "I don't know what they are told, exactly." When I tried my hand at indexing documents in the 
Salt Lake City Family History Center, the volunteers stressed that my efforts would contribute to the publicly 
accessible FamilySearch database. They were cagey when I asked about posthumous baptism. Originally meant to 
extend the church's blessings to church members' deceased ancestors, the practice has also baptized millions of 
non-Mormons, including Mahatma Gandhi, Elvis Presley, and Adolf Hitler. In 1995, the church promised to stop 
the controversial practice of posthumously baptizing Holocaust victims. The church states that the practice is not an 
imposition since "the validity of a baptism for the dead depends on the deceased person accepting it." 

Judson says that Mormon or no, the main reason inmates sign up to digitize old records is the "good feeling that 

comes from it." He also recalls asking an inmate why he participated in the program; the inmate replied, "I 

would have done anything to get out of my cell." 
 

Correction: An earlier version of this article incorrectly stated that the High Council is the church's governing 

body. High Councils supervise groups of local congregations, or stakes.  
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Legal Land Descriptions in Federal Township and Range System 
 

In the Southern United States in the State-Land states land is surveyed in the indiscriminate metes and bounds 
system, not the federal township-range system. The metes and bounds survey system uses natural land features, 
such as trees and streams, as well as neighboring land owners, along with distances to describe plots of land. 
For further discussion of Land Records in the United States, see L and Tax Records by William Thorndale in The 
Source: A Guidebook of American Genealogy (1984) edited by Arlene Eakle and Johni Cerny, Ancestry, Inc., Salt Lake 
City, UT. 
 

The Township-Range System is also described in most of the recent Plat Books of the counties in the Public 
Domain states, as well as many basic geology text books, such as Laboratory Manual for Physical Geology (1983) Sixth 
Edition, by Zumberge and Rutford, W.H. Brow n Co., Dubuque, Iowa. 
 

Terms used in the Township and Range System:  
Section: Basic unit of the system, a square tract of line one mile by one mile containing 640 acres.  
Township 36 sections arranged in a 6 by 6 array, measuring 6 miles by 6 miles. Sections are numbered beginning 
with the northeast-most section, proceeding west to 6, then south along the west edge of the township and to the 
east. 
 
Range: Assigned to a township by measuring east or west of a Principal Meridian 
 
Range Lines: North to south lines which mark township boundaries 
 
Township Lines: East to west lines which mark township boundaries 
 
Principal Meridian: Reference or beginning point for measuring east or west ranges. 
 
Base line: Reference or beginning point for measuring north or south townships. 
Map of meridians & base lines from the BLM web server 
 

How the System Works 
A specific township is identified as being north or south of a particular baseline and east or west of a particular 
principal meridian. For example, T3N, R1E of the 3rd Principle Meridian is the third township north of the baseline 
in the first range east of the Third Principle Meridian. This particular 36 square-mile area is located in southern 
Illinois. 
 

The land description generally starts with the smallest part of the description and proceeds to the largest definition. 
For example, SE1/4 of NW1/4 of Section 3, T3N, R1E, 3rd PM would be the southeast quarter of the northwest 
quarter of section 3 in township 3 north, range 2 east of the 3rd Principle Meridian. 
You may find some irregularly shaped townships and sections which result from surveying errors and other 
difficulties 
 

Constructing a Map 
Constructing a map and identifying the location of a tract in the township-range system is much easier than in the 
metes-bounds system used in many of the older states.  
Computer Programs to draw plat maps of tracts. 
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Upcoming Events: 
Saturday - May 28, 2016 - Escondido Library - Turrentine Room. Library opens 10:00 AM - EGS meeting begins at  
10:15 AM. Program: "Scots-Irish & Irish Genealogy Research” Presented by Anne Bowman. 

 
September 3, 2016 (1st Saturday) – show & tell 
 
October 29, 2016 (5th Saturday)  
 
 

If you have not paid your dues for 2016, they are now due. Individual membership is $22.00, or family $24.00. Your 
Journal comes with membership if you pick it up at meeting. If mailed, $9.00 for postage & handling.  
 

EGS has a Facebook page! Here you can find announcements and reminders related to upcoming meetings and events. To 
begin receiving notifications from the EGS page, “like us” here: wwwfacebook.com/escondidogenealogicalsociety. 
 

Area Libraries  
Escondido Public Library, 239 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido. 760-839-4683. Hours: Mon. and Tues. 10 am to 8 pm, Wed., 
Thurs. and Fri.  10 am to 6 pm, Sat. 10 am to 5 pm.  Closed Sunday. 
 
 

Pioneer Room, branch of the Escondido Public Library, 247 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido. 760-839-4315. Hours: Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 1 - 3 pm. 
   

Escondido Family History Center (LDS), 2255 Felicita Rd., Escondido. 760-745-1662. Hours: Tues. and Wed. 9 am to     9 
pm, Thurs., Fri., Sat., 9 am to 1 pm.  
 
 

San Diego Family History Center (LDS), 4195 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego. 619-584-7668. Hours: Tues., Fri.,      Sat. 10 
am to 3 pm, Wed. & Thurs. 10 am to 9 pm. 
 
 

Poway Family History Center (LDS), 15750 Bernardo Heights Pkwy., San Diego. 619-487-2304. Hours: Tues. 9 am to 3 pm, 6 
pm to 9 pm, Wed. 9 am to 1 pm, 6 pm to 9 pm, Thurs., Fri., Sat. 9 am to 1 pm 
 

 

Cole Library, branch of the Carlsbad City Library, 1250 Carlsbad Village Dr., Carlsbad.  760-
434-2870.  Genealogy dept. 760-434-2931.  Hours:  Mon. through Thurs. 9 am to 9 pm, Fri. 
& Sat. 9 am to 5 pm, Sunday 1 pm to 5 pm. 
 

Newsletter exchange with the Immigrant Genealogical Society (IGS) contained the following 
item as written in the Montgomery Chapter of the Ohio Gen. Society.For the first time, the 
National Archives have launched online videos of its most popular genealogy “how to” 
workshops.  These videos cover “hot topics” in genealogical research such as census, 

immigration and military records.  These workshops are led by National Archives experts and are available on the National 
Archives You Tube channel:  www.youtube.com/user/usnationalarchives 
 

The following URL takes you directly to veteran parts of the National Archives online website.  The site has some documents 
from all the wars in which the United States has been engaged.  This part of the site, unlike other parts, is fairly easy to 
navigate:  http://www.archives.gov/research/military/veterans/online.html 
 

 

The Newsletter 
All members of the Society receive the bi-monthly Newsletter. Submissions are encouraged.  We print queries from members 
for free; non-members are charged $5.00. Queries are limited to 50 words and must be printed clearly. We are not responsible 
for the accuracy of material published, but will gladly print corrections. Material for proposed publication – including queries, 
corrections, or any questions regarding the newsletter – should be addressed to the editor at: egsnewsletter@gmail.com 
 

The Escondido Genealogical Society, Inc. is a non-profit organization with an IRS number, all gifts or donations of money are 
tax deductible. The Society would appreciate gifts or donations of family genealogies or histories, County histories (of any 
State), and books or manuscripts of a genealogical nature. 
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