
 
 December Potluck Dinner 
 

Our December meeting was a potluck dinner in the home of Ray and Gail Raser 
on Saturday December 5th.  Members brought salads, vegetables and desserts to 
compliment the ham.  We enjoyed the fellowship of all members in attendance 
and look forward to the next time we can meet in this more casual manner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
February Luncheon Meeting 

February 27, 2016 
 

Every February we have a special luncheon meeting where we have the chance to share 
a meal together and also share a story about one of our ancestors.  This year we will be 
meeting on the fourth Saturday, February 27 at 11:00 am at Vinz Wine Bar tasting 
room.  This is at the south-east corner of Grand and Kalmia, but instead of using the 
Kalmia side entrance, you will enter the restaurant off Grand.  We will be in their 
comfortable wine tasting room.  Please contact Gail Raser by email or phone number 
so we have a count of people who plan to attend.  This is a no-host meeting and Vinz is 
willing to provide separate checks. 
 

Also, Barbara Wickham will need to know if you plan on doing a presentation on one 
of your ancestors or something interesting from your genealogical research.  If you do a 
presentation, it is nice to have it written out so it can be included in the next Hidden 
Valley Journal. 
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About Gena Philibert-Ortega 
Gena Philibert-Ortega holds a Master’s degree in Interdisciplinary Studies and a Master’s degree in Religion. 

Presenting on various subjects involving genealogy, women’s studies and social history, 
Gena has spoken to groups throughout the United States and virtually to audiences 
worldwide. Gena is the author of hundreds of articles published in genealogy newsletters 
and magazines including Internet Genealogy, Family Chronicle, Gen Weekly, FGS Forum, 
APG Quarterly and the World Vital Records newsletter. She is the author of the books, 
Putting the Pieces Together, Cemeteries of the Eastern Sierra (Arcadia Publishing, 2007) 
and From the Family Kitchen (F + W Media, 2012). Gena is the editor of the Utah 
Genealogical Association’s journal Crossroads. An instructor for the National Institute for 
Genealogical Studies, Gena has written courses about social media and Google. She serves 
as Vice-President for the So. California Chapter of the Association of Professional 
Genealogists, board member of the Utah Genealogical Association and is a Director for the 

California State Genealogical Alliance. Her current research interests include social history, community, social 
history, community cookbooks, signature quilts and researching women’s lives. 
 
********************************************************************************************************* 
Surname Registry in need of an Update 
 

What is the Surname Registry? 
 

The Surname Registry is a file recording the names, dates and locations of people you are researching. The 
information is kept on a pedigree chart and on 3x5 cards. The files are available to anyone who may be researching 
the same name/s you are. This will allow them to contact you directly and possibly share information about the 
same people. This information is maintained in the Pioneer Room at the Escondido Public Library. 
 

It is recommended that you bring a 4 or 5 generation pedigree chart to our next meeting so we can begin the 
process of updating the files. If you are unable to attend the meeting please mail your pedigree chart to us or email it 
to Barbara Wickham - BW4662@aol.com. 
 

More information will be available at our January 2016 meeting 
********************************************************************************************************* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gena Philibert-Ortega 

 

 Enjoy and learn from presentations by Gena Philibert-Ortega, MA and Jean Wilcox Hibben, 
PhD, CGsm * 

(First registrants will get to select the programs to be presented) 

 Receive consultation time (to be determined) with the experts* 

 Network with other genealogists 

 Get on the information email list, genjourneys@gmail.com  
(no obligation, just updates on the progress of the cruise plans) 

 
           *activities subject to change 

 

 

 

 

Download flyer for registration and price information, get to know our sponsors, learn the latest on 
the Cruise and other activities at our Blog: http://genaandjean.blogspot.com/ 

       Follow us on twitter: @genaortega; @circlemending 

Register Early!! 
Those reserving first 20 

cabins to get extra bonus(es). 
Additional surprise(s) for the 

next 20 cabins reserved. 

Floating Genealogy Seminar – 4 Days of Family History 
 

Gena and Jean Genealogy Journeys Takes to the Sea 
 

6-10 November 2016; depart Sun., 5:30 pm; return Thurs., 8:00 am 
 

 

mailto:BW4662@aol.com
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As we have heard before, we need to share the stories of our life for the sake of our descendants.  How we love to 

read anything written by our ancestors!  Even if the grammar is not perfect, the stories of everyday life are 

interesting to us.  I am encouraging each one of us to do some writing about ourselves.  Below are some ideas of 

how to start on this endeavor. 

Excerpts from How to Write Your Story 
By Claire De Boer 
 

Where do we begin? 
Writing our personal stories is the most vulnerable kind of writing we can do. We fear being laughed at, rejected, or 
that our words will be met with silence. And in turn, we ourselves remain silent. 
Through the process I have found six important steps to be helpful:  
 
1. Tap into your emotions. 
Your story won’t resonate with others if it is void of emotion, as I discovered when writing that first draft of my 
own story. So take out your paper and pen and write down some key feelings that you associate with your life so far. 
Then write something about each feeling and the story behind it. 
 
2. List the turning points. 
People often make the mistake of starting with their earliest childhood memory and moving through their story 
chronologically. But rather than starting at the beginning, it’s more helpful to make a list of your life’s key turning 
points—those times when you were standing at a crossroads and the direction you chose marked a significant 
change in your life. 
 
3. Write everything down. 
It might not seem like much at the time but its amazing how one memory leads to another and allows you to go 
deeper into your story. As with all writing, you may not use many of the scenes you write, but that doesn’t mean 
they don’t have a purpose.  
 
4. Use the senses. 
The one thing that will help you explore long forgotten memories is to use your senses. As you recall events, try to 
remember the smells, tastes and sounds that accompany them. Not only will this help you remember details, it will 
also enrich your writing. 
 
5. Find the theme. 
Once you have compiled a large number of significant scenes, it’s likely you will begin to see a theme emerging. 
Your theme is the central question driving your story. The ability to carry this theme through the sequence of events 
you have recorded is what will turn your individual scenes into one story. It may be that you discover more than one 
theme. That’s okay; it’s likely there will be one that stands apart from the others.  
 
6. Tell a story. 
You have your theme and a multitude of scenes; you’ve gone through a box of tissues in the process of exploring 
your emotions, but have you told a story? As you begin to work on pulling it all together, focus on the reader. What 
about your story will connect with him? The best stories are ultimately those that connect with the reader the most. 
This process of telling your story is, I believe, one of the most rewarding and clarifying things you can do for 
yourself, and for others.  So step into that place of discomfort and write the words that will bring freedom and 
meaning to your life. Is it not time? 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

January 30, 2016 10:00 am. Escondido Public Library Turrentine Room. This month our meeting will be held on the 5th 
Saturday, January 30, 2016.  It will be a great meeting with a presentation by Gena Philbert-Ortega speaking on “I Love 
Libraries: Using Libraries for Your Genealogy”. You will also be able to pick up the new 2015 edition of the Hidden Valley 
Journal.  We hope you will come when the library opens at 10:00 am for coffee and a treat so we can start our meeting at 10:15. 
 

February 27, 2016 11:00 am luncheon at Vinz Wine Bar, 201 E. Grand Ave, Escondido.  Members are encouraged to share a 
story about one of their ancestors. 
 

If you have not paid your dues for 2016, they are now due. Individual membership is $22.00, or family $24.00. Your 
Journal comes with membership if you pick it up at meeting. If mailed, $9.00 for postage & handling.  
 
EGS has a Facebook page! Here you can find announcements and reminders related to upcoming meetings and events. To 
begin receiving notifications from the EGS page, “like us” here: wwwfacebook.com/escondidogenealogicalsociety. 
 

Area Libraries  
Escondido Public Library, 239 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido. 760-839-4683. Hours: Mon. and Tues. 10 am to 8 pm, Wed., 
Thurs. and Fri.  10 am to 6 pm, Sat. 10 am to 5 pm.  Closed Sunday. 
 

Pioneer Room, branch of the Escondido Public Library, 247 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido. 760-839-4315. Hours: Tues., Wed. 
& Thurs. 1 pm to 6 pm.   

Escondido Family History Center (LDS), 2255 Felicita Rd., Escondido. 760-745-1662. Hours: Tues. and Wed. 9 am to     9 
pm, Thurs., Fri., Sat., 9 am to 1 pm.  
 

San Diego Family History Center (LDS), 4195 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego. 619-584-7668. Hours: Tues., Fri.,      Sat. 10 
am to 3 pm, Wed. & Thurs. 10 am to 9 pm. 
 

Poway Family History Center (LDS), 15750 Bernardo Heights Pkwy., San Diego. 619-487-2304. Hours: Tues. 9 am to 3 pm, 6 
pm to 9 pm, Wed. 9 am to 1 pm, 6 pm to 9 pm, Thurs., Fri., Sat. 9 am to 1 pm 
 

Cole Library closed for construction through early 2016.  
 

Newsletter exchange with the Immigrant Genealogical Society (IGS) contained the 
following item as written in the Montgomery Chapter of the Ohio Gen. 
Society.For the first time, the National Archives have launched online videos of its 
most popular genealogy “how to” workshops.  These videos cover “hot topics” in 
genealogical research such as census, immigration and military records.  These 
workshops are led by National Archives experts and are available on the National 
Archives You Tube channel:  www.youtube.com/user/usnationalarchives 
 

The following URL takes you directly to veteran parts of the National Archives 
online website.  The site has some documents from all the wars in which the 

United States has been engaged.  This part of the site, unlike other parts, is fairly easy to navigate:  
http://www.archives.gov/research/military/veterans/online.html 
 

 

The Newsletter 
All members of the Society receive the bi-monthly Newsletter. Submissions are encouraged.  We print queries from members 
for free; non-members are charged $5.00. Queries are limited to 50 words and must be printed clearly. We are not responsible 
for the accuracy of material published, but will gladly print corrections. Material for proposed publication – including queries, 
corrections, or any questions regarding the newsletter – should be addressed to the editor at: egsnewsletter@gmail.com 
 

The Escondido Genealogical Society, Inc. is a non-profit organization with an IRS number, all gifts or donations of money are 
tax deductible. The Society would appreciate gifts or donations of family genealogies or histories, County histories (of any 
State), and books or manuscripts of a genealogical nature. 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/user/usnationalarchives
http://www.archives.gov/research/military/veterans/online.html
mailto:egsnewsletter@gmail.com

