
 

“Witness to Gettysburg” May 24, 2014 Meeting 
Reported by Gail Raser 
 

Looking for an interesting way to learn about history?  Then you should hear 

“Witness to Gettysburg” as presented and performed by Annette Hubbell at our May 

meeting.  On May 24, 2014 we were honored to present this historically accurate 

program at our monthly meeting.  Mrs. Hubbell presented a chilling story of the battle 

that was the turning point of the Civil War, and the affect on lives in its aftermath.  

Annette began the presentation with developing a background of information about 

what was occurring around the world at the beginning of the Civil War.  She portrays 

herself as Hattie Elizabeth Turner, who follows her husband, Captain Turner, into the 

campsites and assists in cooking, mending, and serving the soldiers.  She shares with 

us the struggles of the troops along with the medical needs and lack of supplies. 

 This was an informative program and all members and guests were moved by her 

emotional presentation. 
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Annette dressed in period dress 
 

Annette dressed in mourning dress 
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Saving Your Family History  
By Tom Johnston 
 

Have you ever thought about what to do with those boxes of old photos, letters and certificates?  Obviously, 
they represent keepsakes that you want to pass on to your family.  Does sorting through them make you wonder 
who the people are in the pictures?  Most likely they are family members, including 
your mother, father, grandparents, and great grandparents.  If you're lucky, names and 
dates are located on the back side of the photo.  Trying to sort out all this information 
can be a daunting task, easily put off (as evidenced by boxes containing your pictures).  
Following is a simple method of organizing all your important family data that you 
might want to consider:   
 

First, your documents should be sorted into folders based on surnames, maternal and 
paternal sides of the family.  This will make things a lot easier retrieving this 
information later when compiling your pedigree or family tree.  Once you have sorted everything by surname, 
try to establish a time line (known to the unknown).  

  
You have the options of working with all the loose documents, etc., or you can 
organize/archive them by use of a scanner and computer.  The scanned documents 
can be saved as a “jpeg” file that will most likely go into your computer’s picture 
directory.  You can create sub-folders within the picture directory by surnames, 
people, events, etc.  At this point you can actually move the individual “jpeg” file 
into the appropriate file folder.  The down side of scanning is that it is very time 
consuming.  Additionally, you probably have a lot of loose papers and photos that 

are frayed and discolored that need to be cropped and edited.  They also need to be labeled by date, title and 
names.     
 

An easy way to record and categorize documents is simply to use a digital camera.  A picture of anything you consider 
important can be taken by your digital camera that will be saved in its memory card.  Furthermore, digital cameras have 
become affordable and contain many options such as automatic focusing, zooming in or out, and thereby producing a 
more descriptive picture.  However, many people have difficulty getting the pictures out of the camera and, therefore, use 
the camera’s memory card for storage.  This memory card can be removed from your camera and inserted into one of your 
computer’s card slots for transfer to its hard drive.  If your computer doesn’t have the proper size card slot, an adapter can 

be obtained with the proper slot size that will fit into your computer’s USB port. 
 

The simplest way to transfer your files is to use the cable that came with your camera. You connect one end to 
your camera and the other to the USB port.  Turn the camera on and your computer recognizes the new 
connection and a menu should appear on your screen that will ask you what you want to do.  At this point just 
follow the instructions.  Just click on “download” images.  If your computer does not allow the transfer of the 
“jpeg” files from your camera, use the memory card procedure as mentioned above.  
 

Although there are a multitude of file formats (gif, pdf, xps, xml) “jpeg” files are accessed from most computers 
and read by most software programs.  They are also easily transmitted by email (SAR Newsletter).  One of the 
most widely known photo editing programs is “Photoshop Elements.”   However, it takes time to learn and may 
be too difficult for some people.  There are other simpler software programs available and you might want 
advice as to which ones might be suitable for you.  These programs allow you to crop the picture, eliminate 
unwanted areas – it may even have an automatic correcting feature that can sharpen, lighten or darken each 
document.  Another good feature is it allows you to add text for titles or names for each individual in the photo.  
Another software that allows photo editing is Family Tree Maker.  Using this software will be discussed at 
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another time.  Windows Word also allows you to insert photos and do some adjustments. Once all this has been 
done, you have a computerized record of your valuable documents that can be kept for posterity.  All of your 
“jpeg” files can be kept on a simple, very small “memory stick” that can be carried with you and fit into any 
computer with a USB port.  These digitized files can be easily transferred to other software programs like 
Windows Word, Power Point or Family Tree Maker.” The term "JPEG" is an acronym for the Joint 

Photographic Experts Group, which created the standard. 
 

 

San Diego History Center Library 

The San Diego History Center Library is located in the basement of Casa De Balboa, 1649 El Prado #3 in beautiful 

Balboa Park, San Diego.  The library is home to extensive collections that document people, places and stories of the San 

Diego region both past and present.  You may only bring paper and pencil into the research area and the librarians will 

assist you in making any photocopies you wish to acquire.  Hours are Monday – Friday, 9:30 am to 1:00 pm.  The library 

is free to members, but non-members are:  Adults $8.00, Seniors (65+) $6.00. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

♣ Saturday, September 27, 2014, 10:15 am, Turrentine Room of the Escondido Public Library.  Program will be “Show and 
Tell”.  Bring something historical from your family to share with other members.  Previously this has been a very interesting 
meeting. 

 

♣ Saturday, October 25, 2014, 10:15 am, Turrentine Room of the Escondido Public Library.  Mary Anne Vincent, State 
Genealogical Alliance, will be speaking to us on “Widow’s Pensions” from the Civil War.  Share this information and bring a 
friend. 

 

♣ Saturday, November 22, 2014, 10:15 am, Turrentine Room of the Escondido Public Library.  Elections, crafts, books, bake 
sale plus roundtable discussion between members and guests. 

 

♣ Saturday, December 6, 2014, 4:00 pm.  Christmas potluck at the home of Ray and Gail Raser.  914 San Pasqual Road, 
Escondido. 

 

♣ Register now if you plan on attending the Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference in Salt Lake City, February 11 – 
14, 2015.  http://FGSconference.org/2015. 

♣ It’s time to renew your Ralph’s card so a percentage of your purchases can go to EGS.  Thanks for your participation and 
support. 

 

Editor Ray Raser presented a copy of the 2013 

Hidden Valley Journal to librarian Jane Kenealy. 
 

Librarians assist in HV Journal research meeting 
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Area Libraries  
Escondido Public Library, 239 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido. 760-839-4683. Hours: Mon. and Tues. 10 am to 8 
pm, Wed., Thurs. and Fri.  10 am to 6 pm, Sat. 10 am to 5 pm.  Closed Sunday. 
 
Pioneer Room, branch of the Escondido Public Library, 247 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido. 760-839-4315. Hours: 
Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 1 pm to 5 pm, Saturday, 10 am to 2 pm.  
Escondido Family History Center (LDS), 2255 Felicita Rd., Escondido. 760-745-1662. Hours: Tues. and Wed. 
9 am to     9 pm, Thurs., Fri., Sat., 9 am to 1 pm.  
 
San Diego Family History Center (LDS), 4195 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego. 619-584-7668. Hours: Tues., 
Fri.,      Sat. 10 am to 3 pm, Wed. & Thurs. 10 am to 9 pm. 
 
Poway Family History Center (LDS), 15750 Bernardo Heights Pkwy., San Diego. 619-487-2304. Hours: Tues. 

9 am to 3 pm, 6 pm to 9 pm, Wed. 9 am to 1 pm, 6 pm to 9 pm, Thurs., 
Fri., Sat. 9 am to 1 pm 
 
Cole Library, branch of the Carlsbad City Library, 1250 Carlsbad 
Village Dr., Carlsbad. 760-434-2870. Genealogy Dept.  760-434-2931. 
Hours: Mon. through Thurs. 9 am to 9 pm., Fri. & Sat. 9 am to 5 pm, 
Sunday 1 pm to 5 pm. 
 
Newsletter exchange with the Immigrant Genealogical Society (IGS) 
contained the following item as written in the Montgomery Chapter of 
the Ohio Gen. Society.For the first time, the National Archives have 
launched online videos of its most popular genealogy “how to” 
workshops.  These videos cover “hot topics” in genealogical research 

such as census, immigration and military records.  These workshops are led by National Archives experts and 
are available on the National Archives You Tube channel:  www.youtube.com/user/usnationalarchives 
 
All members of the Society receive the bi-monthly Newsletter.  Submissions are encouraged.  We print queries 
from members for free; non-members are chrged $3.00.  Queries are limited to 50 words and must be printed 
clearly. 
 

The Newsletter 

All members of the Society receive the bi-monthly Newsletter. Submissions are encouraged.  We print queries 
from members for free; non-members are charged $5.00. Queries are limited to 50 words and must be printed 
clearly. We are not responsible for the accuracy of material published, but will gladly print corrections. 
Material for proposed publication – including queries, corrections, or any questions regarding the newsletter – 
should be addressed to the editor at: egsnewsletter@gmail.com 
 
The Escondido Genealogical Society, Inc. is a non-profit organization with an IRS number, all gifts or 
donations of money are tax deductible. The Society would appreciate gifts or donations of family genealogies or 
histories, County histories (of any State), and books or manuscripts of a genealogical nature.  


