
 
Report on November Meeting 
By Gail Raser 
 

The November monthly meeting was a craft/book/goodies sale, along 

with a round table discussion. A good time was had by all in 

attendance. Of course we are always looking for ideas for our 

meetings, so please feel free to communicate with the vice president 

or any board member if there is something you specifically want to 

hear about. This is your club and it can only be as good as the energy 

each one of us put into the organization. An open board meeting is 

held after every general meeting. All are welcome to attend.  
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Coffee & baked goods 

 

 
EGS Members sharing ideas 

 
Crafts & books for sale 
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A Skeleton in the Closet  
Source: www.phrases.org -The Phrase Finder   
 

Meaning 
A secret source of shame, potentially ruinous if exposed, which a person or family makes efforts to conceal. 
 

Origin 
The phrase 'a skeleton in the closet' was coined in England in the 19th century. 

Since then the word 'closet' has become used primarily in England to mean 

'water closet', i.e. lavatory - a possible hiding place for a skeleton I suppose, but 

not one with much potential. The English now usually use 'a skeleton in the 

cupboard', with 'skeleton in the closet' more common in the USA. 

'A skeleton in the closet' undoubtedly originated as an allusion to an apparently 

irreproachable person or family having a guilty secret waiting to be uncovered. 

The close-at-hand domestic imagery of a closet or cupboard gives a sense of the 

ever-present risk of discovery. What isn't clear is whether the origin of the 

phrase lies in fiction or with real life, so to speak, skeletons. 

 

The phrase was first used in the early 1800s. The first reference I can find in 

print is a figurative one in a piece by William Hendry Stowell, in the UK 

monthly periodical The Eclectic Review, 1816. The 'skeleton' in this case was disease, infectious or hereditary: 

 

Two great sources of distress are the danger of contagion and the apprehension of hereditary diseases. The 

dread of being the cause of misery to posterity has prevailed over men to conceal the skeleton in the closet... 

The dramatic device of a hidden body was used widely in the Gothic novels of the Victorian period. Edgar Allen Poe 

was the master of such tales, for example, this extract from The Black Cat, 1845: 
 

"Gentlemen, I delight to have allayed your suspicions", and here, through the mere frenzy of bravado, I 

rapped heavily upon that very portion of the brick-work behind which stood the corpse of the wife of my bosom. The 

wall fell bodily. The corpse, already greatly decayed, stood erect before the eyes of the spectators. 

 

It has been suggested that the phrase derives from the era of the notorious body snatchers, i.e. prior to 1832, when 

the UK's Anatomy Act allowed the more extensive use of corpses for medical research. The theory goes that, in a 

scenario similar to that of the concealment of Catholic priests in priest holes in domestic houses in Elizabethan 

England, doctors would conceal in cupboards the illegally held skeletons they used for teaching. There's no evidence 

at all to corroborate that theory. Concealed skeletons are occasionally found in walled-up in houses but they are 

usually those of unwanted infants. 

 

The notion of a 'skeleton in the closet' as shorthand for the grim evidence of a murder was widely adopted into the 

language thanks to the writings of the popular Victorian author William Makepeace Thackeray. He referred to 'a 

skeleton in every house' in a piece in 1845 and explicitly to 'skeletons in closets' in The Newcomes; memoirs of a 
most respectable family, 1854–55: 

 

Some particulars regarding the Newcome family, which will show us that they have a skeleton or two in 

their closets, as well as their neighbours.  

 

Whether Thackeray was alluding to actual skeletons or whether he was responding to the imagination of authors 

like Poe, we are never likely to know. One person he certainly wasn't referring to was the 18th/19th century 

philosopher Jeremy Bentham - despite his being the best-known actual skeleton in a cupboard. Bentham was hardly 

aiming to keep his skeleton a secret, as he willed that his body be preserved in a wooden cabinet. It is on public 

display in University College, London. The American expressions 'come out of the closet' and simply 'come out' began 

to be used in the 1960s and are, of course, direct follow-ons from 'a skeleton in the closet'. As far as I'm aware, no one 

in the UK has declared themselves as gay by coming out of a cupboard. 

 

http://www.phrases.org/
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Mining the Internet 

Site for ordering larger charts and forms, etc: www.sgenealogy.com 

Free articles - old time diseases, old time occupations, what happened to the 1890 census plus charts and extraction  

forms: www.dpierce.com/recordsforms.html 

Searchable database for veterans and location of their graves, even those not buried in national cemeteries: 

http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov 

Directory of State Archives & Records Programs, including links to websites, mailing addresses, etc. 

www.statearchivists.org/statearchivists.htm 

Printable state online maps showing county boundaries:  

www.census.gov/geo/www/maps/stco_02.htm 

New website that may be a great replacement for Random Acts of Genealogical Kindness: 

www.gengathering.com 

 

Changes to the EGS web site 
12/13/12  

*Updated meeting information for 2013 meetings on the "Meetings" page. 

*Updated News for 2013 on the "News" page. 

*Removed the News announcement about 1940 Census on the "Home" page. 

*Added a "1940 Census section on the "Links" page. 

*Added link to "1850 US Census San Diego County" in the "Databases that would include people from Escondido - 

Census" section on the "Links" page. 

*Added link to "California, Death Index, 1905-1939" in the "Databases that would include people from Escondido - 

Death" section on the "Links" page. 

*Added link to "California, Death Index, 1940-1997" in the "Databases that would include people from Escondido - 

Death" section on the "Links" page. 

 
Thank you Rick Bova for your work in maintaining our society website. 

 

Wit and Wisdom: Genealogy Humor and Poetry 
 

More Definitions of a Genealogy Addict: 
 

Your kids think picnics in cemeteries are normal or that EVERYBODY does it. 

You're the only person in the bridge / poker club who knows what a Soundex is. 

"It is only a few miles down the road" means at least 50. Some of your best friends live over 200 miles away. You 

have more pictures of tombstones than of the kids. 

"I need to spend just a little more time at the courthouse" means forget the cleaning, washing, dinner, chores; the 

day is shot. The mailman can't believe that you got this much mail from someone you don't even know. You explain 

to mother why you can't go 25 miles for Sunday dinner, but can go 100 miles to check out another cemetery. 
 

"As soon as I check out this census record, I’ll fix dinner" means "call the local pizza parlor." 

Your neighbors think you are crazy, your friends wonder, and YOU know you are. 

You can't drive past a cemetery without wondering if your ancestors are buried there. 

You have to watch the credits of a movie to see if any of the surnames are ones you are researching. You ask all the 

people you meet what their grandparent’s surnames are. You move to a new town and the first thing you look for is 

a historical or genealogical society in the area. You go on vacation and beg your hubby to please drive 80 miles out of 

the way so that you can try and find your granddaddy's grave in 100 degree heat. Youthful fantasies of traveling to 

exotic places are replaced with plans to get to those little towns with graveyards, or larger towns with Archives! 
 

Your fear of snakes and bugs is overshadowed by the need to get through those brambles to that old gravestone. Old 

friends who knew you before you were into genealogy begin sending clippings about dead or alive people with your 

surnames (and you know you have been talking about genealogy too much!) 

You worry about the roof's leaking only if the drips threaten your genealogy section. 

http://www.sgenealogy.com/
http://www.dpierce.com/recordsforms.html
http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/
http://www.statearchivists.org/statearchivists.htm
http://www.census.gov/geo/www/maps/stco_02.htm
http://www.gengathering.com/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~caegs/meetings.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~caegs/news.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~caegs/home.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~caegs/links.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~caegs/links.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~caegs/links.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~caegs/links.htm
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When you can recite all the counties of a State you've researched but where you've never lived. When you find your 

ancestor's execution by hanging or burning at the stake, far more interesting than the mass-murder that just took 

place next door. You're not invited to family functions because your relatives are tired of filling out family group 

sheets. When you read the New Testament in Sunday School and find yourself comparing the pedigrees in Matthew 

and Luke. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Area Libraries  
 

Escondido Public Library, 239 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido. 760-839-4683. Hours: Mon. and Tues. 10 am to 8 pm, 

Wed., Thurs. and Fri.  10 am to 6 pm, Sat. 10 am to 5 pm.  Closed Sunday. 

 

Pioneer Room, branch of the Escondido Public Library, 247 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido. 760-839-4315. Hours: 

Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 1 pm to 5 pm, Saturday, 10 am to 2 pm.  

Escondido Family History Center (LDS), 2255 Felicita Rd., Escondido. 760-745-1662. Hours: Tues. and Wed. 9 am to     

9 pm, Thurs., Fri., Sat., 9 am to 1 pm.  

 

 San Diego Family History Center (LDS), 4195 Camino del Rio South, San Diego. 619-584-7668. Hours: Tues., Fri.,      

Sat. 10 am to 3 pm, Wed. & Thurs. 10 am to 9 pm 

 

Poway Family History Center (LDS), 15750 Bernardo Heights Pkwy., San Diego. 

619-487-2304. Hours: Tues. 9 am to 3 pm, 6 pm to 9 pm, Wed. 9 am to 1 pm, 6 pm to 

9 pm, Thurs., Fri., Sat. 9 am to 1 pm 

 

Cole Library, branch of the Carlsbad City Library, 1250 Carlsbad Village Dr., 

Carlsbad. 760-434-2870. Genealogy Dept.  760-434-2931. Hours: Mon. through 

Thurs. 9 am to 9 pm., Fri. & Sat. 9 am to 5 pm, Sunday 1 pm to 5 pm. 

Newsletter exchange with the Immigrant Genealogical Society (IGS) contained the 

following item as written in the Montgomery Chapter of the Ohio Gen. Society.For 

the first time, the National Archives have launched online videos of its most popular genealogy “how to” workshops.  

These videos cover “hot topics” in genealogical research such as census, immigration and military records.  These 

workshops are led by National Archives experts and are available on the National Archives You Tube channel:  

www.youtube.com/user/usnationalarchives 

 

To read more about this lecture series and other information available online from the National Archives, go to:  

http://www.archives.gov/press-releases2012/nr12-47.html 

The following URL takes you directly to veteran parts of the National Archives online website.  The site has some 

documents from all the wars in which the United States has been engaged.  This part of the site, unlike other parts, 

is fairly easy to navigate:  http://www.archives.gov/research/military/veterans/online.html 

An article on how to use military records for genealogical research is located at: 

http://www.archives.gov/research/military/genealogy.html 

 

All members of the Society receive the bi-monthly Newsletter.  Submissions are encouraged.  We print queries from 

members for free; non-members are charged $3.00.  Queries are limited to 50 words and must be printed clearly. 

 

EGS Programs 
 

Saturday, January 26, 2013 10:15 a.m.  Turrentine Room of the Escondido Public Library. Program 

will be on latest books and electronic helpers to assist you in your genealogy research. Bring your 

questions, coffee will be served. 
 

Saturday February 23, 2013. Luncheon meeting at Vinz Wine Bar SEC Grand and Kalmia. Doors 

open at 11: 00 A.M. Bring a story about a SKELETONS IN YOUR CLOSET, or any other story you 

would like to share and have published on the Hidden Valley Journal. 
 

http://www.youtube.com/user/usnationalarchives
http://www.archives.gov/press-releases2012/nr12-47.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/military/veterans/online.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/military/genealogy.html

