
 

 

EGS April 28 Meeting. 
Our April meeting featured a workshop on “Effective Genealogy Searching” 

presented by EGS Webmaster, Rick Bova.  With visual aids, Rick showed 

various techniques to using Google, Ancestry.com, Familysearch .org, 

Archives.com,  and researching Census Records  

 

Effective Genealogy Searching  
By Rick Bova 

 

The secret to an effective search is to 

use more than one word and to do 

multiple searches. If the surname you 

are searching is somewhat unique you 

can search using the surname, a space, 

a plus sign + and then the word 

genealogy.  

If the surname is more common like 

Smith, you want to search on the 

surname and given name. These should 

be surrounded by quotes.  And don’t 

forget to add the + genealogy without 

the quotation marks. 

 

Using one of these should bring the 

number of hits down to a few hundred. 

Never look at more than 3 pages of 

hits. You should then start eliminating hits that have nothing to do with what 

you are searching by doing another search but add a minus sign – with a 

word that is found on pages you don’t want. For example if I was researching 

the surname Bova I would search with bova + genealogy. In my example, 

there is a genealogist Brenda Bova whose name shows up on pages dealing 

with none-bova lines. She also write articles on genealogy. I don’t want to 

see these pages since I have already checked out her pages related to the 

Bovas. So I take my original search of  Bova + genealogy and add – brenda 

to get the search string bova + genealogy – brenda. 
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Effective Genealogy Searching  
By Richard Bova 

 

-Never use capital letters. 

-Use the surnames of 2 people who were married to each other.  

-If you are not interested in seeing queries on various forum pages, exclude the  name by adding a minus sign – 

with the word query or forum. 

-Some web sites will list names as John Smith and others will do Smith John, so search in both. 

-For contracted names like St. Lawrence do multiple searches with different variations like stlawrence, “st 

Lawrence”. 

-Once you get the result list, don’t click to go to a page but right click and select “open in a new window”. 

-This information is on EGS web site 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~caegs/search.htm 

 

Tips: 

 

-Rule of Thumb- Never look at more than 3 pages of results. Instead search again with additional +words or – 

words. 

 

Examples: 

 

Bova +genealogy 

 

“john smith” +genealogy 

 

 “smith john” +genealogy 

 

 bova +genealogy – brenda 

 

smith +jones +genealogy – forum 

 

 

 

 

A “Shout-Out” to Lucy Berk. 

Submitted by Gail Raser 

 

Recently in the North County Times, Rick Mercurio did an article about our member, Lucy Berk.  He spoke of 

her passion and tenacity in establishing Escondido’s preservation ordinance so that many of the lovely old 

historic homes of our community could be saved.  

 

Lucy grew up in Saranac Lakes, NY where her love for unique architecture began, but her passion extends to 

art, photography and the environment.  She has also written a book on Escondido’s Grape Days, and is 

extremely knowledgeable on the history of Escondido.  If you don’t know Lucy, stop to visit with her at an 

upcoming meeting.  

 

http://www.rootsweb/
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Up-Coming Events in May-June 2012 

May 26:   Regular Meeting at the Escondido Public Library Turrentine Room.  Library opens at 10:00 a.m., 

meeting starts at 10:15.  Our program will be a workshop on using the resources of the National Archives.  

Bring your wireless laptop if you want to do interactive work 

June – August:  NO MEETTINGS                                                                                                                         

Next meeting will be September  22, 2012 

 

Dealing With Spam (junk mail) from an article by: 

Don Edrington, Computer Tutor for the North County Times 
April 30, 2012 

 

How do the spammers get your address in the first place? 

If your email address appears on a website, it will probably be found by automated "harvesting" programs. 

 

Likewise, if your screen name is printed on stationery or a business card, it may be found and used against you. 

Beyond these resources, spammers will type out thousands of "likely" screen names such as, say 

bobjones@aol.com and bobjones@hotmail.com, ad infinitum. They couldn't care less how many bounce - they 

are working on percentages, and the more spam they send, the better their chances of finding a mark. 

Another source of screen names is for a spanner is chancing upon a forwarded list of CC(carbon copy) email 

addresses that have been included with a story or joke of some kind. 

 

If you're going to send a message to a group of people, put their email address in the BCC (blind carbon copy) 

box, not the TO or CC box. If you see a bunch of CC addresses in a message you receive, delete them all before 

sending the email on. Once a spammer has your email address, he will continue sending you spam forever. 

So what can be done? 

 

 Don offers some suggestions: 

 

1) You could opt for creating a "white list" (safe senders list) whereby you will accept only messages from 

those names you put on the list. 

 

 2) Change your email address, and then notify all your friends about the change. 

 

 3) One thing not to do is click on an "Unsubscribe" link - this just tells the spammer that yours is a valid 

address and you will get even more junk mail. 

 

 4) Some email services offer options for deleting repeat offenders. 

Use common sense and just be careful. 
(Permission was granted to use this article) 
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Area Libraries  

Escondido Public Library, 239 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido. 760-839-4683. Hours: Mon. and Tues. 10 am to 8 pm, Wed., Thurs. 

and Fri.  10 am to 6 pm, Sat. 10 am to 5 pm.  closed Sunday. 

Pioneer Room, branch of the Escondido Public Library, 247 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido. 760-839-4315. Hours: Tues., Wed. & 

Thurs. 1 pm to 5 pm, Saturday, 10 am to 2 pm.  

Escondido Family History Center (LDS), 2255 Felicita Rd., Escondido. 760-745-1662. Hours: Tues. and Wed. 9 am to     9 pm, 

Thurs., Fri., Sat., 9 am to 1 pm.  

 San Diego Family History Center (LDS), 4195 Camino del Rio South, San Diego. 619-584-7668. Hours: Tues., Fri.,      Sat. 10 am 

to 3 pm, Wed. & Thurs. 10 am to 9 pm 

Poway Family History Center (LDS), 15750 Bernardo Heights Pkwy., San Diego. 619-487-2304. Hours: Tues. 9 am to 3 pm, 6 pm 

to 9 pm, Wed. 9 am to 1 pm, 6 pm to 9 pm, Thurs., Fri., Sat. 9 am to 1 pm 

Cole Library, branch of the Carlsbad City Library, 1250 Carlsbad Village Dr., Carlsbad. 760-434-2870. Genealogy Dept. 760-434-

2931. Hours: Mon. through Thurs. 9 am to 9 pm., Fri. & Sat. 9 am to 5 pm, Sunday 1 pm to 5 pm 

Newsletter exchange with the Immigrant Genealogical Society (IGS) contained the following item as written in the 

Montgomery Chapter of the Ohio Gen. Society.For the first time, the National Archives have launched online videos of its 

most popular genealogy “how to” workshops.  These videos cover “hot topics” in genealogical research such as census, 

immigration and military records.  These workshops are led by National Archives experts and are available on the 

National Archives You Tube channel:  www.youtube.com/user/usnationalarchives 

To read more about this lecture series and other information available online from the National Archives, go to:  

http://www.archives.gov/press-releases2012/nr12-47.html 

The following URL takes you directly to veteran parts of the National Archives online website.  The site has some 

documents from all the wars in which the United States has been engaged.  This part of the site, unlike other parts, is 

fairly easy to navigate:  http://www.archives.gov/research/military/veterans/online.html 

An article on how to use military records for genealogical research is located at: 

http://www.archives.gov/research/military/genealogy.html 

All members of the Society receive the bi-monthly Newsletter.  Submissions are encouraged.  We print queries from 

members for free; non-members are charged $3.00.  Queries are limited to 50 words and must be printed clearly. 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/user/usnationalarchives
http://www.archives.gov/press-releases2012/nr12-47.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/military/veterans/online.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/military/genealogy.html

