
 

 

Put a Face to the Name 
Healing the Wounds of the Vietnam War 
One Photo at a Time Using Genealogy and 
Family History 
Reported by Gail Raser, editor 

 

Our October program was of great interest to all members who 
were in attendance.  High school teacher, Diana Bogart, from El 
Cajon Valley High School, brought us a program that her 
students have been working on for the past number of years.   
Her students use genealogy and family history to connect 
families with the men and women who served with the deceased 
and the MIA.  They have started with veterans from their 
community, but have expanded beyond to other San Diego 
communities. 
 
Ms. Bogart is working with members of the Vietnam Memorial in 
Washington D.C. and has been to the wall and brought rubbings 
of veteran’s names for her students.  One of Diana’s former 
students, Saray Angle, came to also share what this activity has 
met to her.  She told us how she located a local family, visited 
them on exactly the date that they had heard about their family’s 
loss many years ago. 
 
This activity is bringing history alive for Ms. Bogart’s students 
and many other students at this high school.  It is teaching 
students to reach out to others in the community who have 
suffered so much in the loss of their loved ones.  
 
We support teachers like Ms. Bogart and congratulate her on 
putting her students in the position to actually connect with 
history.  If you want more information about this endeavor, 
please contact the editor and I will put you in contact with 
Bogart. 
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Christmas 2011 – Birth of a New Tradition 

 
As the holidays approach, the giant Asian factories are kicking into high gear to provide Americans with monstrous piles 

of cheaply produced goods – merchandise that has been produced at the expense of American labor.  This year will be 

different.  This year Americans will give the gift of genuine concern for other Americans.  It is time to think outside the 

box!  For examples, read on. 

Everyone – yes EVERYONE gets their hair cut.  Get gift certificates from your local American hair salon. 

Who wouldn’t appreciate getting their car detailed by a small American-owned detail shop and carwash. 

There are bazillion owner-run restaurants – all offering gift certificates.  How many people couldn’t use an oil change for 

their car, truck or motorcycle, done at a shop run by the American working guy? 

OK, you were looking for something more personal.  Local crafts people spin their own wool and knit them into scarves.  

They also make jewelry, pottery and beautiful wooden boxes.  So you see, Christmas is now about caring about US, 

encouraging American small businesses to keep plugging away to follow their dreams.  

 
Student Saray Angle with plaque from her 

warrior family 

 
Sharing lunch with our presenters. 

L-R: Gail Raser, Diana Bogart, Ray Raser, 

Barbara Wickham, Ray Boettger, Saray Angle, 

& Charlene Angle 

 
An example of the presentations done by 

students with the veteran’s information 

 
Diana Bogart & Ray Raser 

 
An example of the presentations done by 

students with the veteran’s information 

 

 
In memory of those who fought so 

bravely for us. 

October 2011 Meeting 
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Up-Coming Events in November and December 
Saturday, November 26.  Monthly club meeting at the Escondido Public Library, Turrentine room. Library opens at 10:00 

and our meeting begins at 10:15 a.m. Come and bring a craft, food or book to sell to other and raise funds for the club.  

Let’s support America and buy gifts made by Americans for Americans! 

 

Saturday, December 10, 2011.  Annual Christmas party will begin at 4:00 p.m.  This year our hosts will be Martin and 

Julie Sohlberg.  We will meet in the clubhouse of Casa Grande Mobile States at 1001 So. Hale Avenue, Escondido.  Bring 

a side dish or dessert to share with others.  Ham, drinks, plates to be provided by the club.  Please call or email Barbara to 

let her know if you plan on attending. 

 

January 28, 2012:  Lineage Society Workshop presented by Ray Raser Registrar San Diego Chapter Sons of the 

American Revolution with SAR, DAR, Mayflower and other Linage Society information. 

 

February 25, 2012: Luncheon theme, War of 1812 Ancestor or story of ancestor with military related service. 

 

 

DEAR ANCESTOR 

Your tombstone stands among the rest; neglected and alone.                                                                          

The name and date are chiseled out on polished, marbled stone.                                                                      

It reaches out to all who care it is too late to mourn.                                                                                      

You did not know that I exist you died and I was born.                                                                                  

Yet each of us are cells of you in flesh, in blood, in bone.   

                                                                            

Our blood contracts and beats a pulse entirely not our own. 

Dear Ancestor, the place you filled one hundred years ago                                                                         

Spreads out among the ones you left who would have loved you so,                                                                   

I wonder if you lived and loved, I wonder if you knew                                                                               

That someday I would find this spot, and come to visit you. 

 

BEETHOVEN’S NINTH 

 

A tourist in Vienna is going through a graveyard and all of a sudden he hears some music.  No one is around, so he starts 

searching for the source.  He finally locates the origin and finds it is coming from a grave with a headstone that reads:  

Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827.  Then he realizes that the music is the Ninth Symphony and it is being played 

backward!  Puzzled, he leaves the graveyard and persuades a friend to return with him.  By the time they arrive back at the 

grave, the music has changed.  This time it is the Seventh Symphony, but like the previous piece, it is being played 

backward.  Curious, the men agree to consult a music scholar.  

 

When they return with the expert, the Fifth Symphony is playing, again backward.  The expert notices that the 

symphonies are being played in the reverse order in which they were composed, the 9th, then the 7th, then the 5th. 

 

By the next day the word has spread and a throng has gathered around the grave.  They are all listening to the Second 

Symphony being played backward.  Just then the graveyard’s caretaker ambles up to the group.  Someone in the crowd 

asks him if he has an explanation for the music.  

  

“Don’t you get it?” the caretaker said.  “He’s decomposing!” 
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Area Libraries  

Escondido Public Library, 239 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido. 760-839-4683. Hours: Mon. and Tues. 10 am to 8 pm, 

Wed., Thurs. and Fri.  10 am to 6 pm, Sat. 10 am to 5 pm. , closed Sunday. 

Pioneer Room, branch of the Escondido Public Library, 247 S. Kalmia Street, Escondido. 760-839-4315. Hours: Tues., 

Wed. & Thurs. 1 pm to 5 pm, Saturday, 10 am to 2 pm  The Pioneer Room will be closed the 4-day weekends for 

Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years. 

Escondido Family History Center (LDS), 2255 Felicita Rd., Escondido. 760-745-1662. Hours: Tues. and Wed. 9 am to     

9 pm, Thurs., Fri., Sat., 9 am to 1 pm. (Closed Sun. & Mon. and Nov. 20-29 for Thanksgiving.) 

 San Diego Family History Center (LDS), 4195 Camino del Rio South, San Diego. 619-584-7668. Hours: Tues., Fri.,      

Sat. 10 am to 3 pm, Wed. & Thurs. 10 am to 9 pm 

Poway Family History Center (LDS), 15750 Bernardo Heights Pkwy., San Diego. 619-487-2304. Hours: Tues. 9 am to 

3 pm, 6 pm to 9 pm, Wed. 9 am to 1 pm, 6 pm to 9 pm, Thurs., Fri., Sat. 9 am to 1 pm 

Cole Library, branch of the Carlsbad City Library, 1250 Carlsbad Village Dr., Carlsbad. 760-434-2870. Genealogy 

Dept. 760-434-2931. Hours: Mon. through Thurs. 9 am to 9 pm., Fri. & Sat. 9 am to 5 pm, Sunday 1 pm to 5 pm 

 

 

REMINDER:  It is that time again, as the New Year comes, that your annual dues are due and payable.  Family 

membership is $24.00, and single membership is $22.00.  Please mail your check to our P. O. Box listed on the front 

page.  Thank you! 

Ralphs Community Contribution Program 
If you shop at Ralphs you will want to use or continue to use this opportunity to help our club purchase research 

materials for the society.  Members are required to register or re-register for the new term at www.Ralphs.com, or by 
using the scanbar letter at the checkout register in the store.  If you received a scanbar letter last year, you may use it 

again.  If you need another one, contact our president Barbara at BW4664@aol.com or by telephone. 

Thank you for helping our club in a very easy way. 

http://www.ralphs.com/
mailto:BW4664@aol.com

